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Our January 12th Speaker is Adam Shoalts
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Adam will be telling us about his latest adventure and his brand new book, The Whisper on the Night Wind: The
True History of a Wilderness Legend. It's the fascinating story of a century-old wilderness legend from Labrador
and Shoalts's attempt to unravel it. His presentation will include photos from his expedition.

Our November Speaker was Ric Mixter

Ric Mixter is a shipwreck researcher, diving over 100 shipwrecks in the Great Lakes, including the Edmund
Fitzgerald. He has produced over 30 programs for PBS and the Outdoor Channel, and appeared as a shipwreck
expert on the History and Discovery Channels. His YouTube videos have over 3 million views, covering
shipwrecks in four of the Great Lakes and adventures in several foreign lands.
Rick spoke about The Edmund Fitzgerald. The mighty Fitz is the Great Lakes largest shipwreck, resting in two
major pieces on the bottom of Lake Superior just over the Canadian border. It was lost in a killer storm in 1975,
and its entire crew of 29 simply vanished into the waves around seven that evening.
Shipwreck historian Ric Mixter is one of only a handful of people who have visited the wreck personally, diving
550 feet down in a tiny submarine to explore the site for over an hour. This was actually the beginning of over
20 years of research for Mixter, who has collected one of the largest film archives of Fitzgerald related material.
Ric’s lecture included exclusive footage of the building of the ship near Detroit, along with interviews from the
men who worked at the shipyard. When Fitzgerald splashed into the Detroit River it was the largest object ever
dropped into freshwater, over 729 feet in length.
The lecture continued with former crew of the Fitz, including a mate that sailed with the captain that was lost.
Richard Orgel believes the captain pushed the ship into storms that other skippers hid from, and his
commentary proves that Capt. McSorely was sometimes scared by how much the Fitz bent in the storms.
The wrecksite was investigated by the Coast Guard with a remote robot in 1976, and then by Jacques Cousteau
in 1980. Ric shares interviews with both investigations, including Jacques son Jean-Michel who was in charge of
Calypso when it searched the Great Lakes.
Investigations in 1989, 1994 and the bell raising in 1995 are also covered in the lecture, along with Ric’s insight
on what might have happened to the ship and crew. Ric’s documentary on the Fitzgerald is considered to be
the most comprehensive available, and it outsells all other shipwreck documentaries on the Great Lakes. He
has entertained audiences all around the lakes with this topic, with a special invitation to share his scientific
findings on the topic at NASA’s Goddard Space Laboratory in 2019.

Message from our President
As I gaze out the window at the sun sparkling on the freshly fallen snow I am amazed once again at nature’s
beauty! How fortunate are we to live in a part of our world where we can experience different seasons? I don’t
care very much for the cold or for shovelling snow but I do admire the beauty of winter.
At this time of year I like to reflect on my accomplishments during the past year and my goals for the next one.
My computer skills are improving and I will continue to strive to do my very best as your President! All of us do
very well at retirement!
Your MC continues to work on developing some sort of hybrid meeting so that some of us who wish to can
meet in person and others may join on ZOOM or view a recording. Tune in for more info in the New Year.
I hope all of you enjoy a festive holiday season with family and friends. These are the people we hold dear and
they put the magic in Christmas for us each year. May the Christmas Season fill your home with joy, your heart
with love and your world with peace. Merry Christmas and may 2022 be a year of good health and happiness
for all.
See you in the New Year!
Jeannette Wilken, President
Hanover Area PROBUS Club

General Meeting Dates for 2022








January 12, 2022
February 9, 2022
March 9, 2022
April 13, 2022
May 11, 2022
June 8, 2022
September 14, 2022

PROBUS Activities
You can find the most up to date information on our PROBUS website. Here you can find out which
activities are suspended or active, who is the coordinator, etc., by clicking on this link:
https://hapc.ca/activities-2/

Activities Suspended due to COVID
Adult Lifelong Learning/Board Games/Dinner Club/Plant Based Foodies/Potluck/Scrabble/Travel/Wine Tasting

Coordinators needed for the following:
Bridge/Cycling/Knitting& Crocheting/Pickleball/Pole Walking/Tennis/Snowshoeing & Cross Country Skiing
If you have knowledge to share with one of the above activities, please consider coordinating the group.
Sharing the role has worked well with many of the activities and help is available with technical issues. Please
contact Sheryl Newton if you are interested at act@hapc.ca.

Hanover Public Library is now accepting donations of books, DVDs, CDs, puzzles and games for next year’s
book sale. Drop them off at 499 9th Street on the corner of 14th Ave in totes on the porch or at the home of
Susan Sakal at 679 17th Street Crescent .
A short-term vacancy will exist on the Hanover Public Library Board from February to November 2022 (after
which time there will be a new board following municipal elections). You need to be 18 years and older, live
within the boundaries of the Town of Hanover, be passionate about our library and able to attend ten board
meetings on the 4th Thursday of the month. If you have experience with policies this would be most helpful.
Please consider applying and joining an enthusiastic board – you can contact board member Susan Sakal at
519 364 4487 if you would like more information or contact Agnes Rivers-Moore, CEO/Chief Librarian at
arm@hanover.ca or 519-364-1420.

Yuletide Luncheon - December 8, 2021
President Jeannette Wilken read this at the Yuletide Luncheon, held at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 130
in Hanover, which was enjoyed by everyone. At the very end of the newsletter are pictures from the day.
*************************
A woman by the name of Nancy Swope posted a beautifully written piece on Facebook a few years ago and I
would like to share some of it with you now.
AND THEN IT IS WINTER
You know time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems like
yesterday that I was young , just married and embarking on my life with my new husband. Yet in a way it
seems like eons ago and I wonder where all those years went.
I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. But here
it is….the winter of my life and it catches me by surprise….How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go
and where did my youth go? I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that those
“older people” were years away from me and that winter was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine
fully what it would be like.
But here it is…my friends are retired and getting grey…they move slower and I see an older person in myself
now. Some are in better and some in worse shape than I… but I see the great change…like me their age is
beginning to show and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we’d be.
And so…now I enter this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength
and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did! Yes, I have regrets. There are things I
wish I hadn’t done…Things I should have done, but indeed, there are also many things I’m happy to have done.
It’s all in a lifetime.
So, if you’re not in your winter yet…let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So whatever
you would like to accomplish in your life, please do it quickly! Don’t put things off too long! Life goes by
quickly. So do what you can TODAY, as you can never be sure whether this is your winter or not!
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life…so LIVE FOR TODAY and say all the things
that you want your loved ones to remember…and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things
that you have done for them in years past!
Life is a GIFT to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.
Remember: “IT is Health that is real Wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.”
~Your kids are becoming you…but your grandchildren are perfect!
~Going out is good…coming home is even better!
~You forget names…but it’s OK, because other people forgot they even knew you!
~You realize you’re never going to be really good at anything…especially golf.
~The things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you don’t care to do
them anymore.
~You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring than in bed. It’s called “pre-sleep.”
~You miss the days when everything worked with just an “ON and “OFF” switch.
~You tend to use more 4 letter words…”what”…”when”…?
~Now that you can afford expensive jewellery, it’s not safe to wear it anywhere.
~You notice everything they sell in stores is “sleeveless”?!
~What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
~Everybody whispers.
~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet…2 of which you will never wear.
But “OLD” is good in some things:
Old songs, Old movies…and best of all, our dear…OLD FRIENDS!!
Stay well “OLD FRIENDS!” See you in 2022!

