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Next General Meeting will take place in the
Lions’ Den of the P&H Centre on Wednesday
September 13th at 10:00 a.m.
Next Management Committee meeting will
be held in the Classroom of the P&H Centre
on Tuesday September 5th at 9:30 a.m.

The Hiking Group: Well didn’t we have a great hiking day! The rain that came briefly
cooled us down and gave us a second wind. Lunch was tasty at the Highland Ground. I
for one will be eating there again.
A heartfelt thank you to several folk for their help, namely to Joyce Ballagh for guiding us
and organizing lunch, Bill for setting a great pace, and Jenny for being sweep. Much
appreciated!

at Eugenia Falls, June
That was a great morning! Your Probus Club has a profusion of beautiful
people with whom to spend a morning on the trail.

Probus Saugeen Strollers visited Clifford and enjoyed a tour of the
modern warehouses and offices at W.C. Smith Wholesale Distributors. Bill
Smith (2nd left) explained his company’s efficient system of ordering,
shipping and delivery of wide-ranging products, including the spectacular
fireworks for Clifford’s Homecoming this August. This is the 5th generation
that this family has operated the business for over 175 years.

Knox United Church, Clifford

Merchandise at W.C. Smith, Clifford

The Wine Tasting Group taking a refreshing break at Niagara’s Floral Clock.

The Floral Clock

Help protect the environment.

Visitors at the June general meeting were welcomed. Susan Wingfield and Tom
Wingfield were introduced by Jack Lisenchuk.
The Hanover Library If you have grandkids visiting this summer, bring them to the
library! We shall have Wacky Wednesdays, story times and crafts, and prizes for
reading. Tim Holland, the stunt ventriloquist, will be performing on Wed. July 19th
at 11:30 a.m. Tickets and more info are available in the library.
We often think of our pioneer forefathers as being a pious hard-working bunch –
but that was not always the case. Join us Sunday, July 23 at 2:00 p.m. in the
Saugeen Room to hear tales of boozing, brawling, and bootlegging from historian
Larry Cotton, author of Whiskey and Wickedness, Grey and Wellington. Stroll
across from Sights & Sounds’ Caesar Sunday and listen to some great stories
about our rowdier ancestors. Admission is $5. Tickets are available in the Library.

President Betty Perkins

Renewing memberships and buying a ticket

The Potluck Group turned out, all 20 of them ladies, for another culinary
experience on a beautiful sunny June day, creating more tasty dishes while
cultivating friendships.
New members on the Management Committee, elected at the Annual General
Meeting include Lynda Taylor Basilij, Sue Leidel, Linda Vallie, and Karen Farrow.
Welcome aboard this well functioning committee with your enthusiasm and fresh
ideas. Thanks were expressed at the same meeting to Margaret Peckham, Mary
Norwood, and Georgia Kreager , all of whom have been closely involved in giving
their work and ideas and in providing leadership to our Club at this level. They
are stepping down, making room for other enthusiasts.

Guest Speaker in June

Jim Penner, the Manager of Forestry from Saugeen Conservation, was the guest
speaker. Mr. Penner was introduced by PROBUS member Don Smith, a former
employee of Saugeen Conservation. Jim was educated in the Forestry Technician
program at Sir Sandford Fleming College in Lindsay, Ontario. He graduated in
1973. After a summer with the Ministry of Natural Resources, Jim was hired by
Saugeen Conservation where he has worked for 44 years. It is estimated that in
his 44 years with Saugeen Conservation Jim has overseen the planting of 10
million trees.
Jim’s presentation to the PROBUS club was titled “What’s Bugging Your Trees”.
The first portion of the presentation dealt with tree diseases such as bark
diseases, funguses and cankers. Currently the Beach Bark disease is affecting
approximately 50% of the Beach trees in the Province. Jim talked about the White
Pine Blister Rust disease which will turn the colour of white pine trees a red rust
colour. The only way of sanitizing a plantation of this disease is to cut out all the
affected trees. Funguses such as the Yellow Cap Fungus will rot a tree from the
inside whereas a canker will disfigure a tree.
The next portion of the presentation dealt with insects that can have a
detrimental effect on trees. Jim briefly mentioned the Mountain Pine Beetle that
is killing pine forests in BC and Alberta and is moving east as well as the Gypsy
Moth problem which has slowed recently and is not as extensive a problem as
was originally feared. Jim spoke extensively about the Emerald Ash Borer. Sadly
we are losing the battle against the ash borer in Ontario. Efforts were made to
stop this insect moving north from the Windsor area by restricting the movement
of fire wood within the province, however the emerald ash borer has been found
in the Grey Bruce area.

Jim also touched on other things that can have a negative effect on trees such as
grape vines which can strangle the growing surfaces of trees. The tree can no
longer get enough sunlight and also has trouble handling the increased weight
and snow load brought on by the vines. Wildlife such as porcupines can damage
trees. Porcupines love to eat all kinds of trees. Beavers not only damage trees
from chewing on them but they can also flood extensive areas of a woodlot.
When a tree is flooded its roots cannot receive enough oxygen and the tree
drowns. A water level increase of as little as 6 inches can kill a woodlot.
Humans can also have a negative effect on a tree. In an effort to increase the
amount of agricultural land in the region, we are removing woodlots and fence
rows. This can increase flooding problems, create erosion issues, and reduce the
amount of wildlife habitat.
Jim answered several questions from the audience. His presentation was very
well received and he was thanked by PROBUS member Joe Craig.
Thanks to Don Smith for writing this article.

Thanks to Sue Blackburn for photos from our June general meeting

Saugeen Strollers in Telf Wegg’s gardens and garden behind Noah’s Inn, Neustadt

27 members of the Saugeen Strollers visited 6 very special gardens in the village
of Neustadt. A “catered” picnic lunch in the sunshine at Lions’ Park completed the
event. We appreciated the fanciful birdhouses and elf tree houses along the
park’s trail beside Mieux Creek (May 21).
(Photo to come)The Strollers’ “Season Finale” (June 28) included a guided tour of
Walkerton’s Victoria Jubilee Hall and a walk past the jail and several historical
homes. This year Victoria Jubilee Hall is celebrating its 120th anniversary.
Saugeen Strollers met on 14 occasions, fall and spring, and enjoyed touring
churches, forests, cemeteries, parks, businesses and many historical places in the
Saugeen area. Lots of variety – so much to see!
- submitted by Lynda Scully

Saugeen Strollers admiring Walkerton’s historical homes, June 28th, 2017

Walkerton’s Jubilee Hall

Transfer from Walkerton court house to the Walkerton Jail, June 28th, 2017

