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Your Management Committee consists of: 

President – Brian Ross                                                                  

First vice-president – Margaret Peckham                                

Second vice-president – Betty Perkins                              

Secretary and archivist – Jan Stocovaz                                

Treasurer – Lorna Eadie Hocking                              

Program chairs – Don Smith and Pat Butler                          

Membership - Lorna Eadie Hocking Jan Stocovaz 

Communications – Allan Simpson                                         

Activity Group chairs – Georgia Kreager and 

Mary Norwood                                                                 

Greeters and Hospitality – Mary Norwood, Fern 

Peppler and Betty Perkins 

 

SISTER MARY ANN'S GASOLINE    

 

   Sister Mary Ann, who worked for a 

home health agency, was out making 

her rounds visiting homebound patients 

when she ran out of gas. As luck would 

have it, a Shell station was just a block 

away.       

   She walked to the station to borrow a 

gas can and buy some gas. The 

attendant told her that the only gas can 

he owned had been loaned out, but she 

could wait until it was returned. Since 

Sister Mary Ann was on the way to see 

a patient, she decided not to wait and 

walked back to her car.   

  She looked for something in her car 

that she could fill with gas and spotted 

the bedpan she was taking to the 

patient. Always resourceful, Sister Mary 

Ann carried the bedpan to the station, 

filled it with gasoline, and carried the full 

bedpan back to her car.     

   As she was pouring the gas into her 

tank, two Baptists watched from across 

the street. One of them turned to the 

other and said,      

  "If it starts, I'm turning Catholic 

Thank you Lorna Eadie-Hocking  for this 

story of small miracles.  Put on a smile.  

All contributions are appreciated. - Allan 

 

Meeting of the Pot Luck activity group 

on June 15th – good gnoshing in 

stimulating company.   Photo from Ruth 

Hobley. Theresa Seim will host the next 

potluck luncheon on August 17 at 12 

noon.  The theme – a dish from another 

country. 
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Appreciation Luncheon 

Following the general meeting on June 10th, 

our appreciation was shown to the 

members of the management team and the 

facilitators – coordinators of our PROBUS 

activity groups. Our first year as a PROBUS 

club has been challenging and very 

rewarding, thanks to the goodwill, time, 

work and interest shown by so many 

members.  A luncheon was catered in the 

P&H Centre.  The meeting provided us with 

an opportunity for feedback from this year’s 

experience and many suggestions for 

improvements for our group activities in the 

upcoming 2015-2016 year.                                            

 

The Hikers Group struck out along the 

Walkerton Rotary trail in beautiful hiking 

weather on June 17th.  The group is always 

kept well informed by coordinator Lynda 

Scully.  Different members take turns 

organizing hikes. In this instance, Joan 

Roseborough led the group to a high point 

looking out over the town of Walkerton, 

and along the Saugeen River to the 

Walkerton dam.

 

The Biking Group headed out on an 18 kim 

circuit through Chepstow and Cargill on 

June 1st.  Coordinator Phil Holmes is seen 

below as well as three fellow bikers, Joan 

Weiler, Mary Norwood, and Alison Rowe.  

Keeping in shape and feeling good in the 

fresh spring air, the bikers.
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PROBUS meeting for June 10th, 2015 

Fern Peppler introduced Diane Knox as her 

guest and Mary Norwood introduced 

Brenda Booth. 

Guest speaker was introduced by Loretta 

Dunn,       

 

Kevin Martin, an OPP Constable from South 

Bruce was the guest speaker on Fraud 

Prevention for Seniors. Constable Kevin 

Martin has been a member of the Ontario 

Provincial Police for 15 years. For the past 5 

years he has been assigned as the 

Community Services Officer where he works 

to prevent crime through public education 

workshops and safety messaging in the 

media. He works with a long list of 

community organizations: Grey Bruce Meth 

Task Force, Huron-Bruce Madd, Saugeen 

Valley Children’s Safety Village, Kincardine 

Youth Waves and Kincardine Air Cadets 

squadron 183. 

Kevin lives in Kincardine with his wife of 21 

years, 2 children and a border collie rescued 

from the pound. Off duty interests include 

camping, hiking and boating.

 

Fraud has been around for years. We need 

people to be Fraud Busters. Everyone needs 

to work with the police to expose the 

“snakes”. Kevin’s campaign is for people to 

“live your life in peace”.  Today’s technology 

has allowed the “snakes” to be creative 

with the many different ways that they can 

defraud people. Important to verify, verify 
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when someone comes to your door or if 

you receive emails that cause you to 

question the message or the sender. Kevin 

does not refer to our age group as senior 

but as experienced. Senior implies 

vulnerability. 

Hello grandma, I am in jail and need money 

so that I can be released. This line has been 

used for over 10 years and they still rake in 

the money. A lady in Essex County lost 

$50,000   for a car scam.   You may feel 

embarrassed and upset if you have 

succumbed to one of the “snakes” but it is 

important to notify the police so that they 

can get the word out to others. Your name 

will not be revealed. 

A Police Officer will not ask for information 

over the phone. They will come to your 

door wearing their uniform and proper I.D. 

The utility person who may be knocking at 

your door is not legit unless they have given 

you notice and you have verified with the 

company that they will be doing an 

inspection etc.  You need to notify police 

that you have been approached or had 

someone knocking at your door. Be aware 

of scams like pet rescue, winning a contest 

when you haven’t entered and someone 

pretending to be a lawyer. 

The Police Officers are also working with 

the transfer services. If they have an 

experienced/senior person in the office and 

wants to transfer $2,000, they will ask 

additional questions and then notify police. 

In the annual report of 2014 the group that 

was targeted the most was 60-69 years. The 

age group 50-59 lost the most amount of 

money. The biggest scam was the lower 

rate on credit cards. 

Kevin’s Grandmother has a polite way of 

having the person on the other line 

disconnect. If they call asking for money 

etc. Grandma replies that she would love to 

help  but her grandson, the police officer, 

handles her affairs. You can adopt Kevin as 

your grandson to get rid of the “snakes.” 

Do not pay the con man, verify, verify, and 

report to police so the message can be 

shared with others so that we can beat the 

“snakes”.

          
Alan Fisher expressed our appreciation to 

Constable Kevin Martin. 

Thanks to Betty Perkins for preparing the 

above recap of the June general meeting. 
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Renewing memberships    Seen in the 

picture above  are members Evelyn Dargie, 

Bill and Barb Mann renewing their 

membership for the 2015-2016 year.  

Management team members were well 

prepared to receive cheques for $30 or 

cash.  Many members had downloaded the 

applicable forms and completed them to 

assist in speeding up the process.  This 

same process will be repeated at the 

general meeting, oin September 9th.

 

Lorna Eadie Hocking, Mary Norwood, Fern 

Peppler, Jan Stocovaz, Betty Perkins and 

Georgia Kreager  await your renewal.

Fern Peppler introduced her guest, Diane 

Knox, to the membership. 

 

Well known on the pickleball courts is Brian 

Zettler. He and wife Mary have been 

coaching newbies to the game. 
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Our keynote speaker for September 

Author and speaker, Cheryl Cooper will 

speak to us on her favourite themes. She is 

a well respected author of historical fiction 

novels.  She is the editor of a publishing 

house called Blue Butterfly. Having taught 

hearing impaired children, she is also an 

advocate for disadvantaged children.  

Next general meeting: Wednesday 

September 9th at 10 a.m. in the Lions’ Den. 

Doors will be open at 9:30 a.m. to allow 

members to renew their membership. 

Next Management Team meeting will take 

place in the Classroom of the P&H Centre at 

9:30 a.m. on Thursday September 3rd.

 

Stephen Peckham and Mary Zettler on the 

pickleball courts 

On the right is a photo of another Hiking 

Group excursion, this time to Kinghurst. 

 

The Craft Group met for a workshop on Iris 

Paper folding, led by Sue Leidel. Six 

members participated.  Many ooh’s and 

aah’s were heard when each participant 

displayed their finished piece. 

They met again on June 23 at the home of 

Sue Leidel for another polymer clay session.  

Most wanted to try a bracelet in addition to 

pendants and necklaces.  We shall not be 

meeting in the summer.   Ideas for the fall 

were discussed. 
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Wine Tasting Group Samples 
Pelee’s Finest Vintages 

 

If you enjoy hearing things like, nice long legs, 

nice nose or great looking, then you would have 

really enjoyed the Pelee Island wine tasting 

experience as this is the language of wine.  On 

June 4th and 5th, 24 members of the wine tasting 

group participated in a tour of several wineries 

in the Pelee region.  The tour was arranged by 

Hanover Holiday tours and everyone enjoyed 

being able to sit back and relax as we cruised in 

air conditioned comfort.   

The first winery we visited was the historic 

Pelee Island Winery.  You might think that the 

winery is on the island, but it is in fact on the 

mainland.  All of their grapes are grown on the 

island, but only the ice wines are actually 

pressed on the island.  Ice wine grapes need to 

be pressed on the island as they would thaw 

before they made it to the winery and lose their 

distinct sweet flavour.  We started our tour by 

walking through the barrel room.  This room is 

filled with massive 5270 Litre oak barrels which 

can be used for up to 30 years before needing 

to be replaced.  The barrels aren’t used 

anymore and are filled only with water but they 

are very impressive.  As we ventured into a 

second barrel room, we were able to sample 

four Pelee wines.  Here we see the group 

arranged around the wine tasting table as we 

learned about the wines and how to enjoy 

them.  Note that the barrels in the second room 

are significantly smaller.  The smaller barrels are 

used as they are easier to work with and have 

more surface area touching the wine which 

heightens the wine’s ability to absorb the oak 

flavour.  

Next we visited D’Angelo Vineyards Estate 

Winery.  This is a family run vineyard and one of 

the oldest in the region.  As we approached the 
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vineyard, it became obvious that  the grape 

vines were not doing very well.  As we toured 

the facility we learned that the last two winters 

have been significantly harsh on the vines.  Last 

year they didn’t get any fruit from the vines and 

this year, they are anticipating a small 50% 

harvest.  This winery, like many in the region, 

doesn’t market through the LCBO.  They prefer 

to sell their product through their own outlet.  

This is a common practice as they must sell the 

wine for the same price as it would be sold in an 

LCBO.  By doing their own retailing, the winery 

gets to keep the LCBO’s markup.  Business must 

be good as they had only a limited number of 

wines left (the impact of the poor harvests 

hasn’t been felt yet).  We sampled their ice and 

fortified wines resulting in many happy 

customers.  

 

As part of the tour’s price, our accommodations 

at the Day’s Inn and our supper at the Gallery 

restaurant were included.  The meal was a 

delightful outdoor affair.  It did get a bit cool, 

but the wine and conversation helped to warm 

things up a little. 

The last day started with a stop at Jack Miner’s 

Bird Sanctuary.  

The last stop, before heading home, was the 

Sprucewood Shores Estate Winery.  The 

Sprucewood Winery is housed in a beautiful 

stone building which is right on Lake Erie and is 

a popular location for weddings.  Every year 

they host 44 weddings and they currently have 

a two year waiting list.  The list is so competitive 

to get on that two people have booked a 

wedding who aren’t even engaged.  Along with 

the great wine tasting and tour, we enjoyed a 

delightful lunch.  The tour once again 

highlighted the devastation the vines have 

taken over the last two winters.  The one thing 

they stressed is that all of the wineries in the 

area and across Ontario, are part of a family.  As 

a family, they all pitch in to help when others 

are in trouble.  They understand that each 

winery is stronger when they all pull together 

and support one another.  This year, 

Sprucewood, along with many other wineries in 

the region, will need to bring in juice from other 

Ontario wineries.  This allows them to keep 

their all-important VQA designation.  This 

sharing of juice provides a win win for the 

entire Ontario Wine industry.   

The wine tasting group doesn’t have any firm 

dates for the fall, but they are looking at a tour 

to some other local wineries and a red wine 

tasting.  You don’t want to miss these events as 

they are fast becoming a wonderful learning  

opportunity, surrounded by fabulous friends.   
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Two trips have been 

organized by the Travel 

Group  

 

Sound of Music - Stratford 

Wednesday October 21, 2015  
2:00 Matinee  

Cost: $125.00 includes Sound of Music 

ticket, bus transportation, supper in 

Millbank  

Space is Limited!!  

Mail Cheques payable to Wayne Pfeffer 

by July 31st   to:  

Wayne Pfeffer  

PO Box 43, Ayton, ON N0G 1C0  

 

Phantom of the Opera 

Saturday December 12, 2015  
Hanover Holidays has a bus trip to the 

Phantom of the Opera at the Princess of 

Wales Theatre  

Jim has agreed to give a $20.00 discount to 

PROBUS members if we have a minimum 

of 15 members attend. Cheques can be 

mailed to Wayne Pfeffer by July 31st Payable 

to ‘Hanover Holidays’  

Cost: $227.00 including HST  

Includes  

 

 

Opera  

 

 

The Hiking Group, led by Jenny Iserman, did a 5 

km walk through Walkerton’s floral 

gardens, historic neighbourhoods, and 

the  memorial park on June 24th. 

Lorna     

Betty 

Thanks to Garry MacGregor for many of 

the photos for this issue. 


