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Be a Friend. Bring a Friend.
Our next General Meeting will take place
on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 in the
Lions’ Den, P&H Centre at 10:00 a.m.
Our next Management Committee Meeting
will take place on Tuesday June 4th, 2019
at 9:30 a.m.

See our newsletters on the national website:
www.probus.org/5ontario

National PROBUS month
President Lorna Eadie-Hocking opened our April meeting by recognizing that this was National
PROBUS month. To celebrate the occasion, there would be free coffee and, thanks to Helen Peppler,
Karen Farrow and Susan, we were also treated to a choice of 3 large cakes and tarts during the social
pause. Lorna later recounted a brief history of PROBUS in Canada. There are now 237 PROBUS clubs
in Canada with approximately 33,800 members. The first club was founded in 1987 in Chediac Shores,
New Brunswick. To celebrate the first 5 years since the founding of the Hanover Area PROBUS Club,
lifetime memberships were awarded to those over 85 who have been active members since the founding.
Guests: Members rose to introduce our guests for the April meeting: Katrina Wilson, Evelyn Howe,
Pamela Matheson, and Pat Harrington.
The first year of the provost golf club was a huge success. It was a sketchy start in May with many
cancellations due to soggy conditions. But by June and July we were golfing regularly. A different course each
week, whenever we could arrange a good deal! Courses played included Black Horse, Highland Glen, Pike
Lake, Northern Dunes and Saugeen. In August we began to replay course favourites. Although our group size
varied from 4 to 18, good time was always guaranteed. We plan to play throughout September and into
October if weather permits. It was a fantastic season! Consider joining us next year.
Shirley, Marie, Judy

Guest speaker: Linda Vallie introduced our guest speaker for the April meeting,
motivational speaker Rosita Hall, who drove up from Hamilton to be with us. Wearing a
pleasing gold mask, she introduced the theme of how we tend to hide behind a mask
since we are always being judged by others. Dreams lay dormant until, as a young girl,
supported by her father, she finally decided, “I’ve stayed too long at this masquerade
ball. This is my story.” Hence, she began her “Lessons of Love and Laughter.”
She was deemed to be a problem child in the school system, due to her exuberance and
laughter and high spirits. Her father stood up for her, when speaking with her principal,
declaring, before his daughter, that there was nothing wrong with her. She was simply
an extremely happy child, excited to be in her classroom. His message to his daughter is
the same message she brought us; use your gift to elevate your life and the lives of
those around you.
One of the major themes in her life, since she came from a financially modest family
with 13 siblings, was the need to find a husband. Nevertheless her mother persuaded
her to pursue a post-secondary education. She earned her social worker qualifications,
and soon found a job with the Children’s Aid Society. However, her need to find a
husband conflicted with her job which required that she work on weekends. So she quit
the job and found a husband.
Her exuberance and joie de vivre led her next employer, the government, to assume
that she was on drugs or medication. Lesson learned; she would adopt a mask, that of
looking exhausted and unhappy in her marriage so that she would fit in and be socially
acceptable. Sacrificing your authentic personality in order to be accepted is not
necessarily the best means of achieving happiness in life.
Another story, of many, dealt with her fear of public speaking. She spoke of one’s knees
knocking so much from fear that she found the solution in standing behind and holding
onto a lectern which was mounted on wheels, so that it would move with her body.

Rosita in masquerade

Lorna Eadie-Hocking, Linda Vallie, Rosita Hall

Advice: Don’t let others poop on your dream. Learn to love and laugh. Her
encounter with another source of happiness in life was the realization of her dream;
visiting the Magic Kingdom and meeting up with Mickey. Conclusion: There is magic in
each one of us to help us find our own magic kingdom. You get only one life. Go for it
and encourage others to realize their dreams.
Linda Vallie expressed our appreciation for the positive attitude and happiness
which Rosita brought to us. The members gave our speaker a standing ovation.

News from the Management Committee: See Betty Perkins for suggestions for
nominations for next year’s management committee. Positions to be filled include the
group activity chair, the program organizers, and 2nd Vice President. Nominees will be
presented at our May meeting. Voting will take place in June at our AGM.
Renewal of membership is due in September, but if you wish to renew sooner, you may
do so at the May or June meeting and avoid the rush. The price for renewal remains at
$30. You may pick up your membership renewal form on line or from Joan Ferguson.
An appreciation luncheon for our Activity Co-ordinators will take place following the
June AGM meeting.
Seated below are Jeanette Lobsinger, Margaret

Yate, Karen Creighton, and Marilyn Roberts

New Members were introduced by Lorna and asked to stand. They are Penny Caudle,
Dirk Emde, Sylvia Emde, Darlene Hotchkiss, Barb Poechman, and Joanne Sutton. Our
membership now stands at 246.
Did you Know?
-

-

-

-

Do you have a smart phone but have not yet managed how to use it? William
Filsinger is your man. Make an appointment or drop in at the Hanover Library on
Fridays. He’ll ring your number.
If you or a member of your family is dealing with Parkinson’s Disease, contact
Maria.Kuntz@von.ca or phone 519-371-5331 to get on the exercise program.
JDSS will be open for tours, an assembly, and the last big reunion on Saturday
May 4, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. as we celebrate “Closing the Doors”, the 95th year
of Hanover High School – John Diefenbaker D.H.S. Memorabilia will be on sale in
Gym 3. The doors will open at St. Matthew’s red Lutheran Church from 9:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. to view archives and relics of our town and the school. Come and
enjoy the coffee. Tickets are available for the dinner from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the
P&H Centre, followed by numerous musical groups at the dance from 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. Final day for purchasing dinner tickets is April 29th.
A grand musical reprise of previous musicals, mounted at JDSS, will take place on
June 6, 7, and 8. See “Closing the Doors”. See Jan Stocovaz.
“Sex Please, We’re Sixty” will be showing at the Hanover Town Players venue on
April 26, 27, and 28th, and again on May 3, 4, and 5. $17 for adults and $14 for
students. A mix and mingle grand opening will begin at 6:30 pm at the theatre on
April 26th.
Grace United Church will hold its annual Fish Fry on Wednesday May 1 st, 5 pm to
7 pm, raising money for The Deck. See Marilyn Ross.
See Karen Farrow if you wish to be part of the Hike for Hospice on Sunday May 5.
Get active with the Hanover Lawn Bowling Club. Come for a light lunch and learn
more on May 18th at 1:30 p.m. See Theresa Bester or Lynda Allen.
Come and celebrate the 15th anniversary of the annual Crystal Charity Gala for
the Hanover District Hospital on June 8th.
A few tickets remain for you to see the musical “Billy Elliot” in Stratford on Avon.
Contact the secretary at Grace United if interested. A luxury bus and a lunch at
Anna Mae’s in Millbank are included. $120. Leaving at 10 a.m., returning at 6:15
p.m.

Upcoming Speaker for May: Jane Kramer
Jane’s talk will recall her childhood, growing up during the Second World War and
travelling with her father for some of the work with William Stephenson (Man Called
Intrepid), based at Camp X outside of Oshawa, Ontario.
It is a tale that will take us from small town Ontario to the island of Jamaica, a short pit
stop in Cuba, back through the United States, a long dusty drive to the west cost of
Canada, and travelling by train to northern Ontario to visit German Prisoner Of War
Camps (POW) - all the while experiencing things that most of us have only seen in
movies.

Enjoying a coffee chat, Bill Wilson, Mervin Francis, Leigh Butler, Dave Hocking and Rob
Davidson
News from the Hanover Library, Norma Graham
•

Wednesday evening, May 8, the library will be hosting a floral
arrangement workshop in honour of Mother’s Day. Angela Ferguson
from Little Buds and Posies will be leading the workshop, and everyone
is sure to come away with a gorgeous arrangement. This happens from 6
pm to 8 pm. Cost is $50 and all materials are included.

• Join

us at the library for "Coffee With a Lawyer” with Barbara Hicks on
Thurs. May 9. This informal info session runs from 10:30 am until noon.
This is a free event – though donations to the library are always
gratefully accepted – and everyone is welcome to attend. Barb will

respond to questions and chat with the audience about aspects of real
estate law, wills and estate planning, and much more!
• The

Hanging Basket Sale at Canadian Tire on the long weekend in May in
support of the library is back in 2019! All weekend long, select gorgeous,
lush hanging baskets for just $9.99 each, and know that $1 from the sale
of each one will be donated to the library. Our grateful thanks to Dale
and Cathy Cousins and their staff at Canadian Tire for their continued
support of the library.

• On

Wednesday evening, June 5, Edward Agnew will be sharing his
wonderful photographic presentation from his trip to South America!
Come join us for an evening of dazzlingly beautiful photographs and a
fascinating travelogue. Tickets are $5, available now at the library. This
event is a fundraiser for the library's summer programs for children, and
we are grateful to Mr. Agnew for supporting children's literacy

Group activities:
Scrabble Club challenged each other’s word making and deciphering abilities
twice in April; at the home of Allan Simpson and at Leona Hutton’s. Now that
winter driving no longer presents an obstacle, numbers are up. Two of the three
tables scored a total of over 500 points. Pictured below at the Simpson home are

Liz Pybus, Leona Hutton, Sylvia Emde, Ruth Linnen, Sylvia Kern, Nina McTeer,
Barb Hunsberger, and Lois Todd.
Tennis and Pickleball Club announces that early bird sign up, to be a member
of the Hanover Club, will take place on Thursday May 2nd at 5 p.m. at the P&H
Centre.
Wine Tasting group and Travel Group are joining forces for an outing on
Thursday June 13th. Cost is $100. Maximum allowed in the bus is 50. They will
enjoy lunch at a winery, the Gardens, do a vineyard and winery tour at the Dark

Horse Estate Winery, and enjoy a production of “Thoroughly Modern Milly” at the
theatre in Grand Bend. See Dan Hobler or Marg and Keith Wettlaufer.
Travel Group is planning its annual picnic in the Mildmay Rotary Park for
Wednesday June 26. Circle that date. All are invited.
Craft Group - See Rose Cote to sign up for a one of a kind craft show trip in
November.
On April 4th the TAP Photography group carpooled to Owen Sound where they
spent time at Jones Falls, Inglis Falls and Weaver Creek Falls. The group
experimented with their digital cameras using various filters, mode settings and
tripods to capture that perfect waterfalls photo. With a little snow and ice still in
some of these areas it proved to be a tad challenging at times and quite hilarious,
as we meandered along the water’s edge to set up our equipment. We all agreed
that sliding down an icy pathway by the Sydenham river, which we thought was
Weaver Creek Falls, would have made for a pretty funny video. Everyone
enjoyed a delicious lunch at Harriston Park Inn Restaurant. Our mantra for the
day became “good histogram”. Landscape photographer, Ansel Adams, would
have been impressed with our efforts. The TAP group was invited to Ed’s house
on April 11th to learn about portrait studio lighting photography. The next TAP
get-together will be May 21st. Submitted by Joan Roseborough

Dan Hobler, Anna Smith, Ed Agnew, and Joan Roseborough

On Tuesday April 9 an enthusiastic group of Scotch tasters gathered to
hear Rodger Donald once again explain the nuances of scotch and how to
better appreciate it. This time, Rodger had us try some lower cost blended
scotches. It was amazing to see that most of these blended scotches were
produced by using over 50 different scotches. The benefit of a blended
scotch is that they taste the same year in and year out. This means that

once you develop a taste for a particular blended scotch, you can be
assured that it will always taste the same. The scotches this time featured:

•
•
•
•

J & B – rare
Ballantine’s
Johnny Walkers Red
Johnny Walkers Black

Once again we need to thank Bill Roseborough for organizing this fabulous
event. He worked tirelessly with Rodger to select and purchase the
scotches while doing all of the arranging required to support a scotch
tasting. Thank you Bill.
As has become a tradition at all of our tastings, Karen Farrow and Helen
Peppler teamed up to make some outstanding food pairing dishes. It was
amazing to see how the food altered the taste of the Scotch in a variety of
different ways.
We look forward to more scotch (whisky) tastings in the 2019-2020
PROBUS activity year and we have plans to bring Rodger back for some
wine tastings as well as Scotch tastings. He is an awesome presenter and
we know everyone will benefit from his tasting guidance.

Potluck Lunch - There were 16 ladies present and the food was delicious, as
usual. The next potluck will be on Monday, June 17th at the gazebo/park in the
Country Meadows subdivision. It will be a picnic theme.
Starting from the back: Paula Weir, Marg Clark, Linda Vallie, Barb Mann, Ruth
Hobley, Ruth Hastie, Darlene Mills, Ruth Greenfield, Georgia Kreager, Marilyn
Ross, Jeanne Kucan, Joanne Lindblad, Betty Perkins, Tracey Neuman, Susan
Sakal. Submitted by Marybelle Schumacher.

