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The first year of the provost golf club was a huge success. It was a sketchy start in May with many 
cancellations due to soggy conditions.  But by June and July we were golfing regularly. A different course each 
week, whenever we could arrange a good deal!  Courses played included Black Horse, Highland Glen, Pike 
Lake, Northern Dunes and Saugeen.  In August we began to replay course favourites. Although our group size 
varied from 4 to 18, good time was always guaranteed. We plan to play throughout September and into 
October if weather permits. It was a fantastic season! Consider joining us next year.  

 

  
Management Committee                                                             Be a Friend.  Bring a Friend. 
President –Lorna Eadie Hocking                                        
Past President – Betty Perkins    Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 13 
First Vice President – Lynda Taylor Basilij    at 10:00 at the P&H Centre 
Second Vice President – Joel Côté                
Secretary – Jan Stocovaz                                                                                                                                                             
Treasurer – Judy Turnbull                     Our next Management Committee Meeting  
Programme Co-chairs- Linda Vallie, Bill Roseborough            will take place on Tuesday February 5,                  
Membership Chair – Joan Ferguson                            at 9:30 a.m. 
Communications  - Loretta Dunn             
Activity Group Chair–Susan Leidel      
Greeter Co-chairs – Jeanne Kucan, Wendy McDougall See our newsletters on the national website: 
Hospitality – Karen Farrow, Helen Peppler   www.probus.org/5ontario.htm 
 

Our February speaker 
 John Lieber, Toronto Parkland Strategy 

 

 
 

John is passionate about embracing urban ecology in the form of green infrastructure.  He works for the City of 
Toronto, and holds a certificate in Urban Forestry, and a diploma in Ecosystem Management. 
John has written 2 editorials - one for Greenroof.com and the other for Revelator which is an online news and 
ideas initiative of the Centre for Biological Diversity.  John will speak on the importance of planting trees in rural 
municipalities. 

 

Our January meeting 
 

 At our January meeting, we all learned firsthand that Neil Aitchison is a gifted comedian. He had the audience 
laughing heartily with his many jokes – from “Vegan is the Inuit word for ‘lousy hunter’ to his reminiscing about 
growing up in Harriston and riding to Hanover to play pool uptown.  “If you only have a year to live, you will 
want to do it in Harriston because it will feel like a lifetime.” 
 
 
 

 

http://www.probus.org/5ontario.htm


  

We heard about his long association with Alex Mustakas, who is currently Artistic Director & CEO of Drayton 
Entertainment.   They carved out their niche based on “music and laughter” and that has proved to a winning 
formula.  Their growth has been phenomenal: 

 14,000 tickets sold in the first year - 260,000 tickets sold last year 

 $90,000 budget first year - $13.6 million budget last year 

 Drayton Festival Theatre was founded in 1991 under the artistic direction of Alex Mustakas, and 
housed in a renovated 375-seat Opera House, originally built in 1902 and sold to them for $1. The 
company made Canadian theatrical history by completely selling out both its 1993 and 1994 seasons.  

 They now run these theatres: Huron Country Playhouse and Playhouse II in Grand Bend; Drayton 
Festival Theatre in Drayton; King’s Wharf Theatre in Penetanguishene; Schoolhouse Theatre and St. 
Jacobs Country Theatre in St. Jacobs and the Hamilton Family Theatre in Cambridge.  

 For 29 years they have never been in the red – the only theatre company that takes no government 
funding 

 Drayton Entertainment is the third largest not-for-profit professional theatre company in Ontario, after 
the Stratford Festival and Shaw Festival. Annual attendance exceeds 250,000. It is also recognized by 
Canadian Actors' Equity Association as one of the largest employers of professional artists in Canada. 

 Drayton Entertainment has received six Lieutenant Governor's Awards for the Arts, bestowed on arts 
organizations that exemplify outstanding private sector and community support.  

 Our speaker Neil (pictured right) was introduced by Bob Farrow (pictured left), who has known Neil 
since their days working together at CFCA, a Kitchener radio station.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.canadiantheatre.com/dict.pl?term=Alex%20Mustakas
http://www.canadiantheatre.com/dict.pl?term=Stratford%20Festival
http://www.canadiantheatre.com/dict.pl?term=Shaw%20festival


  
 

A message from Betty Perkins, head of the Nominating Committee: 
In the suggestion box was a request to have all of the job descriptions of the management positions so we are 
showing them below. We urgently need people to come forward and nominate their friends. Our group is 
growing and it is difficult to know the skills of all the participants. 
  
President – organizes and chairs the Management Committee meetings and the monthly General meetings. 

Past President – provides assistance to the President and chairs the Nominating Committee 

First Vice President – acts in the absence of the President 

Second Vice President – acts in the absence of the President and 1st Vice President 

Secretary – records the minutes of meetings and, when required, distributes information to the club members 

Treasurer – keeps the club’s books, does all necessary banking, disperses funds as required and prepares the 
Annual Budget and Financial Statement. 

Membership Chair – registers returning and new members, maintains an electronic database of active and 
inactive members, and produces the PROBUS Club booklet. 

Communications Chair – compiles the monthly newsletter and distributes it to club members. 

Program Co-Chairs – arrange the speakers for the monthly meetings 

Activity Group Chair – promotes activity groups within the club and provides group updates at monthly 
meetings 

Hospitality Co-Chairs – prepare the refreshments for monthly meetings 

Greeter Co-Chairs – welcome all members at monthly meetings and ensure that visitors sign the guest book. 

 
Group Activities 

 

 There are a number of activity groups that currently do not have coordinators – they include Board 
Games, Snow Shoeing, Pole Walking, and Cross Country Skiing. Please consider stepping up to be a co-
ordinator for these activities. 

 

 TAP (Technical Aspects and Principles) Photography – The TAP activity group met Jan 15. Attending 
were Dan Hobler, Darlene Wilston, Anna Smith, Ted Jackowski, Kerr Clark, Joan Roseborough and Ed 
Agnew. Ed provided very informative software demonstrations that covered the following  topics, and 
much more:  photographic work flow: photos in folders; structure; transferring photos and files;  HDR 
photo processing software; perspective adjustment software and other software programs and backing 
up your photos. 

 Scrabble - Hosted by Leona Hutton in her home, there were eight players.  On the next page (left side) 
are pictured Barb Smith, Nina McTeer, Sylvia Kern, and Barbara Hunsberger. Our bi-weekly scrabble 
matches are held in each other's homes, followed by treats and conversation. 



  

 
 

Wine Tasting 
 

On January 17, 48 enthusiastic wine tasters gathered to sample some Merlot wine from around North 
America.  The wine was paired with a variety of cheeses which Helen Peppler and her supporting cast of 
helpers lovingly prepared for each participant (see picture above right).  The cheese really added to the tasting 
experience and most agreed that the cheese changed the wine’s characteristics in a positive way. 
  
Dan Hobler reviewed the history of Merlot along with its unique tasting characteristics.  As a “Fruit Forward 
Wine”, Merlot excels at emphasizing the various fruit flavours which enhance the overall tasting experience.  
The group learned that Merlot is the most widely planted grape in France and ranks second in the entire 
world.  The Merlot grape is also an important part of the world popular Bordeaux blended red wine.  The 
results of the blind tasting are as follows: 
  

6.       Huff Estates Merlot – Ontario VQA wine – Cost $20.30 
5.       FONTANA INTERNATIONAL Wine Kit consisting of Sterile wine must (pure juice) – Thanks again to 
Peter and Jill Dalton for volunteering their home brewed Merlot – USA California Wine - Cost was 
approximately $6. 
4.       Chateau Ste. Michelle Merlot 2015 – USA Washington State wine - Cost $21.95 
3.       Jackson-Triggs Merlot – Ontario – Cost $11.49 for 750ml also available in 1.5 and 4 liter bottles 
2.       Trius Merlot – Ontario – Cost $15.95 
1.       Sterling Merlot 2015 – USA California – Cost $29.95 

  
As you can see, in this case, the most expensive Merlot won the tasting however some very affordable 
alternatives also scored well. 
  

Future Tastings: 

 February 20 - Chocolate and wine tasting (this is now full) 

 March 28 – A taste of Italy wine tasting 

 Early April – Scotch Tasting 

 June – Bus Trip to Dark Horse Winery along with other stops 

 July 2 – 3 annual tasting on the Hobler’s patio 
  

 



  
Craft Group Happenings 

                 There are four workshops scheduled for Craft Group members this new year: 
   
1)   Clay Polymer Jewelry Making with Susan Leidel 
Note:  Susan is also a member of the Saugeen Artists’ Guild 
When: Thursday, January 24, 2019 
Time: 1:15pm sharp 
Where: Sue Leidel’s home, 32 3rd St. Hanover 
Cost: about $10.00 to be paid to Susan on Jan. 24th 

Note: For those who are signed up, please read the email and attachment Susan sent on January 11 as it 
clearly outlines time, cost, instructions for entering her craft studio, tools to bring along. 
  
2)   Comfort and Wine with Sheree Shannon 
Sheree has offered to assist participants in making a Heating/Comfort pad.  

Participants need to be able to sew a straight line on a sewing machine. While 
waiting for a sewing machine to become available, participants can enjoy a glass 
of wine!  
When: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
Time: 1:30 – 4:30pm 
Where: Sheree’s home, 221 4th Ave. Hanover 
Cost: $5.00 for all materials, tools, and wine; to be paid to Shannon on Feb. 27th. 
Please contact me, by email joro.cote@hotmail.ca or phone 519-364-6707, if you wish to participate as soon 
as possible so that Sheree knows how much fabric to prepare, flax and other items to purchase and have 
available. Let me know if you are a red wine drinker. 
 
3)   Sewing Tools Workshop with Rose Côté 
What: participants will make a glass jar pin cushion, thread catcher, and sewing machine pin cushion 

When: Wednesday, March 27, at 1:30pm 
Where: Côté Home, 719 21st Ave. A    Hanover 
Cost:  TBD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4)   Flower Pounding with Joan Roseborough 

What: Learn the art of Flower Pounding and experience the release of tension in a novel way. You will take 
home your own sampler that may be used to create a greeting card or framed art. 
When: Thursday, June 20, 2019 at 1:00pm 
Where: Sulphur Springs Park (formerly Saugeen Conservation Park) 
Cost: none 
Limited: to 6 participants 
Please contact me, by email joro.cote@hotmail.ca or phone 519-364-6707 if interested 
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http://www.makermama.com/2011/01/mason-jar-roundup.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_6DNdU7HkP-E/TDVKVYaTAyI/AAAAAAAAAYE/7X6Mxbke7S8/s1600/Sewing+Machine+Pin+Cushion+6.JPG
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-tIGKwz1MeRQ/U1XM2T1PZkI/AAAAAAAAK_U/rX-91-ESUF4/s1600/8+Easy+way+to+do+flower+pounding.JPG


  
 Pot Luck  -  On January 21, 20 ladies attended the Pot luck. As usual, the food was wonderful - a 

good time on a cold day!! The next potluck is on April 15 at Hope Community Church. Pictured 
(below, left) are: Betty Perkins, Jeanne Kucan, Tracey Neuman, Bernice Frook and Nina McTeer 

 

 
 

 Dinner Club - Dinner was served at Denise and Dan Hobler’s home on January 25. Fern Peppler made a 
delicious spinach salad with bean sprouts and toasted almonds, Dan and Denise served a very tasty 
Italian sausage and tortellini soup/stew with Dan’s homemade dinner rolls. The dinner ended with a 
Panetonne cake.  With lemon curd, fruit and topped with whipped cream (above right), it was enjoyed 
by all.   A great time of storytelling as well.   

 
COMING EVENTS 

 

 
 

 Saturday, Feb. 9, 1- 4 pm - Gratitude Journaling workshop with Stephanie Clark. Please pre-register at 
the library, cost is $2 

 Thursday, Feb 28, 7-9 pm - Police Chief Chris Knoll and Parks & Rec manager Sherri Walden will lead a 
discussion on trail safety on Hanover's town trails. Free event, all welcome. 

 Saturday, March 2, 9 am - 4 pm - Scratch Art class with Bev Morgan. Cost is $50, all materials supplied, 
bring a lunch. Please pre-register at the library 

 Monday, March 11, 7 pm - Pharmacist Jin Wei speaking about medical uses of cannabis for chronic 
pain and other problems. Cost is $2, tickets available at the library 

 Saturday, March 30, 9 am - 4 pm - Watercolour class with Bev Morgan. Cost is $50, all materials 
supplied, bring a lunch. Please pre-register at the library 

 Saturday, April 6, 2 pm - Photographer David Chapman returns with his "Wild, Weird, and Wacky 
Weather" presentation. Cost is $5, tickets will be available at the library after Feb 1 

 
 

 
 
 



  

BGFS  winter season continues   
February 3 - Bel Canto  

March 24 - The Happy Prince  
All  films shown at the Paramount Theatre in Hanover at 1:30 p.m.  

Tickets can be purchased at the box office . 
Information about the films can be found on our web site- www.bgfs.ca 

There will not be a Film Fest this spring due to date conflicts with the Paramount. However there will be a 
date announcement for the Film Fest at a later time. 

 

REMINDERS   
 

 The Suggestion Box is out at every meeting – any speaker ideas always welcome. 

 A reminder to members to “lug a mug” to meetings - help reduce our use of paper cups! 

 When replying to emails from different Probus group, please remember to not reply to all. This was 
mentioned at our last Probus meeting but some are still getting emails that were replied to all, and 
they are basically saying they could not attend.  Thank you!  

http://www.bgfs.ca/

