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Management Committee 

President –Betty Perkins                                  

First Vice President – Lorna Eadie-Hocking   Next General Meeting will take place on 

Second Vice President             Wednesday April 12 at 10 a.m. in the Lions Den  

Past President – Margaret Peckham             in the P&H Centre, Hanover. 

 Secretary and Archivist – Jan Stocovaz                   

Treasurer – Bev Hambly                    

 Programme Chairs – Joe Craig, Mona Duffy   Next Management Committee meeting will 

Membership – Frances Agnew    take place in the Classroom of the P&H 

Communications  - Allan Simpson                   Centre on Tuesday April 4
th

 at 9:30 a.m. 

Activity Group Chair–Margaret Peckham 

Greeter  – Georgia Kreager 

Hospitality – Mary Norwood / Pat Butler 

 

Visitors at the General Meeting on March 8th were Wendy McDougall, Pat Tucker, Marlene 
Kennedy, and Arlene Henry. 

New Members at the General Meeting were introduced: Arvid MacPherson, Shirley Waechter, Joan 
White, Christel Schwartz, and Judy Finlayson.  Membership has now reached 211. Welcome to 
PROBUS and get involved as much as you like. 

Chairperson Lorna Eadie-Hocking  announced the Did you know  notices for the upcoming weeks: 

The  Bruce-Grey Film Festival is running  April 7-8-9 at Hanover’s Paramount Theatre.  Tickets may 

be purchased in advance at Millennium Books.  The following films, selected from the Toronto 

International Film Festival will be screened: “Paterson” on Friday April 7 at 8 p.m.  “I, Daniel Blake” 

on Saturday April 8 at 8 p.m., and “Lion” on Sunday April 9 at 1:30 p.m.  This film festival is 

open to the public.  All are welcome. 
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 The Hospital Foundation’s Biennial  Gala with the Theme – “007 Masquerade 
Ball” will take place at the P&H Centre,  May 27th - $100 per person including an 
applicable  tax receipt.  Angela from the Hospital Foundation will be here in the lobby at 
our April  general meeting to sell tickets and beautiful masks to help with your 
masquerade outfit.  

 Chair Yoga will restart in April on Mondays in the Lions Dens at the P & H Centre 
– 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Register with the receptionist in the lobby. 

 Celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday of confederation.  You are invited to visit 
Canada’s National Parks (not provincial) in 2017 at no  charge.  Apply for your free 
tickets on line.  Go to http://www.pc.gc.ca.  National parks in Ontario include Point 
Pelee National, Georgian Bay Islands, Bruce Peninsula National, Thousand Islands, and 
Lake Superior National Marine. 

      

Activity Group Updates  

There has been a suggestion for a Spring Picnic.  This idea still needs 
volunteers.  Please sign the sheet. 

Also a Fall Car Rally has been proposed, but volunteers are still needed to 
organize this event.  Please sign the sheet or phone Margaret Peckham. 

http://www.pc.gc.ca/


  

Bev Hambly reported that the Bridge Activity Group is going well. The Beginners 
group has graduated and now is part of the regular players; they meet at 1:30 p.m. in 
the lobby of  the P & H Centre.  A new Beginners Group may be offered in the Fall.   

 Anyone interested in learning how to use Ancestry.com should meet with Linda 
Moncrieff. 

Suggestion Box: As much as possible, a microphone should be used when anyone in the 
room is speaking since there are more than a few who are hard of hearing.  

Business Items 

A new larger electronic screen has been priced for the wall of the Lions’ Den.  The 
cost would be approximately $4000.  The town would install and do the electrical work 
needed.  Other groups who use the room could be approached to contribute and thus 
cut the cost down.  We are trying different approaches to enlarging the projection area 
so that the images will be clearly visible from the back of the Lions Den. 

  The old leftover PROBUS booklets with all the members’ names and addresses, 
phone numbers, emails etc., have been shredded before being disposed of. 

Celebration of National PROBUS Month 

PROBUS was started in England in 1965 by four men who met regularly for 
coffee.  They were professional, business people, hence the name PROBUS.  John Morris 
brought PROBUS to Canada in 1987 after visiting Australia and seeing it there.  The first 
women’s group was formed in 1990 in Burlington, Ontario.  There are now 237 clubs in 
Canada with 33, 800 members. In honour of the occasion free bookmarks were given  
and the Hanover PROBUS members enjoyed cupcakes. 

   

 



  

A tip of the hat to Lorna Eadie-Hocking for all your funny 
jokes and tales about the Irish.   Thanks to Allan Simpson for his article in our local 
newspapers, celebrating PROBUS Club in Hanover and Area.  If you would like a PROBUS 
bookmark, they are available in the P&H Centre lobby and at the Hanover Library.   

        

Our chair, Lorna, with guest speaker Loretta Dunn.   

Joe Craig introduced Loretta and our secretary-archivist, Jan Stocovaz, thanked her. 

 

Guest Speaker 

Loretta Dunn  is the Coordinator of Volunteers for the VON (Victorian Order of Nurses) 
in the Grey-Bruce area.   Some interesting facts… 

 - The VON operates 75 different programs giving help to 10,000 persons daily. 

 - it is Canada’s longest standing home and community health car charity. 

 - it utilizes 6,500 volunteers who touch the lives of 1,000,000 Canadians every              
year. 

 The VON, besides all their nursing care, train and place volunteers in clients’ 
homes, long term care homes, hospitals and residential hospices.  They offer social and 
emotional support to individuals and families with life-threatening or life-limiting 
illness.  They supply support for informal caregivers who are caring for an adult with a 
long-term health condition.  They organize bereavement support groups who meet once 



  

a week for 6-8 weeks and are led by a trained facilitator.  Volunteer instructors also lead 
SMART exercise programs (Seniors Maintaining Active Roles Together) all over Grey and 
Bruce. 

 Loretta went on to speak at length about Chapman House, the new residential 
hospice being constructed in Owen Sound with 8 beds and also spoke about the plans to 
establish 4 more beds in Hanover and 4 in Kincardine.  Volunteers will play a key role in 
this. 

 She also outlined the “Caregiver Support Circle” which offers relief and support 
to those who are caring for loved ones long term. 

 It was a very excellent and informative presentation.  The speaker was thanked 
by Jan Stocovaz. 

 Thanks to Al Morrow for preparing this summary of the presentation and other 
aspects of the General Meeting. 

Next Guest Speaker: Ilse Gassinger, curator and Executive Director of the Durham Art 
Gallery, is also an artist.  She has devoted her talents also to photography and the 
creation of videos.  Believing that the computer is a logical tool for developing new ways 
of expressing oneself, she has encouraged computer generated images.   

Ilsa is committed to extending the vital role that contemporary art plays in our 
community.  She encourages the participation in artistic dialogue between international, 
national, and regional artists and local audiences. 

     

 

Frankie’s Flowers: On April 7, Canada’s favourite gardening guru and 
weatherman, Frankie Flowers, will be in the Hanover Civic Centre Theatre. 
Tickets are $10 and are available in advance at the Hanover library and at the 
door. 
 



  

           

Jill Dalton is our honoured and lucky winner of You  share, We share, seen with  Bev 
Hambly.   

Potluck Group welcomed in the spring on March 21st at the home of Lynda Taylor-
Basilij.  The theme for culinary delights was of course spring.  There were 17 in 
attendance.  Wonderful food was enjoyed by all.  The next potluck luncheon will take 
place on Monday May 15 at the home of Wanita Halliday.  Marybelle Schumaker reports 
that the theme will  be “cold” dishes, in preparation for the hotter weather to follow. 

     
 

On Thursday, May 11 at 7 pm, the Hanover Library is thrilled to be presenting 
an Evening with Charlotte Gray. One of Canada’s best-known writers, 
Charlotte Gray is the author of ten acclaimed books of literary 
non-fiction. Charlotte's most recent book is The Promise of Canada: 150 
Years — People and Ideas That Have Shaped Our Country. Tickets for Charlotte Gray will 
be $5, and this is sure to be a popular event, so get yours early! 
 
On June 29 (just two days before Canada Day!), celebrate our 
agricultural heritage with photographer and author Telfer Wegg. His new 
book, Agriculture Today: a portrait of Ontario's family farms, has just 
been released, and Telf will be signing copies and chatting with folks 
that afternoon in the library. They will serve lemonade and cookies and 
everyone is welcome.  



  

SAUGEEN STROLLERS  by Lynda Scully - 

Each Wednesday the Saugeen Strollers set out at 10:00 a.m. to explore the natural and 

cultural wonders of the Saugeen Area.  Exercise and enlightenment:  we just get out of 

our cars and start walking. Many of us have been walking together since Hanover Area 

PROBUS started in the fall of 2014. 

We are often drawn to the trails in the Saugeen River system and have visited local 

conservation areas and the towns that developed along the river. Visits to a few 

churches and cemeteries are included as such places are often great sources of 

information about local histories. 

Plans are underway for visits to: the water control dikes in Paisley; the Wightman 

Telecom office in Clifford, Kinghurst Forest Nature Reserve;   a local tree 

farm/forest/wetland and a “revisit” to Neustadt for their floral displays in June. We are 

hoping for good weather and happy trails as we add more destinations to our 

springtime schedule. 

     

           Paisley dikes in springtime                                  On the trail at Kinghurst 

 

The Travel Group met over lunch at Craving’s Restaurant on Tuesday, March 21, 2017. A 
lively group of thirty members were in attendance.  

TRAVEL GROUP News 

The following business items were addressed: 

Barb Smith informed the group that tickets were all sold when she called about the 
availability for the Chi-Cheemaun spring cruise. She will call much earlier to book tickets 
for the 2018 Spring Cruise.  

The Blue Jays game July 27 excursion is sold out. If enough interest is shown, Keith will 
contact Hanover Holidays to arrange another excursion to a Blue Jays’ game for this 
summer. It will most likely be a 4:30 p.m. game. Keep in mind the driving is left to the 



  
bus driver. Another suggestion is to travel to Boston in 2018 to take in a Jays’ game and 
tour the city and all its amenities. Contact Keith Wettlauffer to express your interest in 
either / both excursions. 

Wayne Pfeffer has tickets to the production of “Joseph and His Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
playing at the Drayton Theatre in May. Tickets are at the group rate of $42.00 and 
participants could car pool to the event. Please contact Wayne soon, if you are 
interested, at 519-665-7756. 

Inquiries are being made to see the Mirvish Theatre production of “Beauty” in Toronto 
late summer. More information to follow. 

Guest Speakers: the Travel Group welcomed Caroll Brownell and Brooke Eccles from 
Hanover Travel Plus. They shared information and tips for the upcoming “Shades of 
Ireland” trip. Many questions from the group were answered. Less than a month to 
“take off” ! ! ! 

Our next Travel Group luncheon meeting will be in May. The date will be  
posted in the PROBUS Club May newsletter and on the website calendar.  
See you at Cravings for lunch in May.  
 

 

 

 

         

                                    It’s time to dye those Easter eggs.   Have fun. 

Invitation from the Durham Art Gallery: A Bus will be departing the Durham arena at 

9:30 a.m. on Tuesday May 9th  followed by a pick up in Flesherton. The destination is the 

Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto on the occasion of the Georgia O’Keeffe Retrospective. 

The cost of $55, or $50 if  you qualify as a Senior (65+), covers your cost of admission 

and your transportation. Members of the Durham Art Gallery benefit from a $5 

discount. Tickets go on sale from April 3rd at the Gallery. Phone 519-369-3692.  Direct 

any questions to Steven Morel at the Gallery. 

PROBUS Travel Group members 
give the “Beach Party Boys” 

performance a thumbs up while 
enjoying,  after show, 

refreshments at Frankies’. 


