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Yuletide Luncheon at the Canadian Legion

January 2017

Our next General Meeting will take place
on Wednesday January 11 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Lions Den, P&H Centre.

Our next Management Committee meeting
will be held in the Classroom of the P&H
Centre on Tuesday January 3. Happy New
Year.

Your Management Committee for 2016-2017

Programme Guest Speakers for 2017: Following our luncheon, Programme Chair, Joe Craig gave
us a run down on upcoming speakers, January through to June. Assisting Joe was Mona Duffy. We
look forward to the following speakers: Carol Potter will speak about the Heart and Stroke foundation
in January, Paul Cruikshank will speak about changes in getting a driver’s licence and rules of the
road, representing the Blue Water Driving Academy. In March, our PROBUS member, Loretta Dunn,
will represent the VON, outlining their programmes and services to the community. In April, Illse
Gassinger will bring the Durham Art Gallery to us. In May, PROBUS district 5 director for
PROBUS Canada, Jim Dezorzi, will speak and answer questions about PROBUS nationally and
internationally. In June, a yet to be determined rep from Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority, will
update us on achievements and challenges facing the Authority, us, and our environment.
We thank Joe and Mona for the hours they spend lining up suitable speakers. They thank we members for
our input and suggestions.
………….
……………………………………………………………………….

Guest speaker: Kaye Parker of St. John’s Ambulance Therapy Dog Programme
was introduced by Don Smith, pictured above with his participating dog, Belle.
Kay’s dog, Kyra, a Shelty, showed her loving attachment to those in the front row
throughout the presentation.
After 30 years working with Children’s Aid, Kaye gave her time to the Therapy Dog
Programme of which she became the coordinator in 2001. Kyra has been a
member of the programme since 2006. Their aim is to help the sick, the lonely,
and the helpless, and calm the distressed. They also distract those who are painridden and soothe the nerves of those under stress. Kaye accompanied her
presentation with many shots of various breeds, no matter whether large, small,
or in-between, purebreds and the Heinz Variety mix dogs. Recently, this therapy
programme has been expanded to help young students in their reading in
elementary schools and helping passengers under stress at airports.
There are 3,000 visiting teams in Canada who visited some 59,000 clients last
year. Not only can we humans benefit physically and mentally from the affections
of a dog, but the dog can even help lower and calm our blood pressure. In GreyBruce, almost 70 volunteers and their dogs are part of this programme. You will
see them working in Georgian College, high schools and elementary schools, long
term care centres, and the hospice in Owen Sound.
In order to be an eligible dog, the dog must undergo 12 different tests to ensure
that they are friendly, non-aggressive, in good health, well groomed, and of

course, up-to-date in their immunizations. Anna Smith, also the owner of Belle,
thanked Kaye who was recently recognized for reaching the plateau of 8,000
hours of volunteer work. The unconditional love and sloppy wet kisses go a long
way in cementing our relationship with our dogs.

Our blooming choir: Much to everybody’s pleasure, we were introduced to a
small but gifted group of singers, ranging from tenor through soprano. Margaret
Peckham had invited members to come to several practices in preparation for this
medley of Christmas carols and seasonal songs. The song sheets were distributed
to all tables so that we could all join in, when so directed, to sing Jingle Bells,
Good King Wenceslas and an original composition of The Twelve Days of
Christmas which ended with the refrain, “And a handy dandy PROBUS handbook”.

Diane Mathers, Marg Wettlaufer, Steve Peckham and Willi Wilson sang songs of
joy. Margaret directed and accompanied them.

By the way, Frances Agnew and friends had laid out our new membership
handbook with constitution and by-laws. If you neglected to take your spanking
new lime green handbook, pick it up at the next meeting. They will be laid out on
a table near the entrance. All members are entitled to one copy. Thank you
Frances and crew for a careful scanning of names and addresses. If there is an
error however, don’t hesitate to have us correct it.
Our guests at the General Meeting included Helen Peppler, Ted Piggott, Bruce
Moore, Elise King, Wendy Leyshon, and Mike Bennett. All were introduced by
their sponsors.

Pickleball is still on a bounce. Fortunately for those seeking to keep fit during the
hibernation months of winter, pickleball is up and running at the Neustadt arena.
Thanks to Sue Blackburn for the photos.

Bruce Grey Film Society is opening their winter film season on Sunday January
15 with the film “Denial” at the Paramount theatre in Hanover . Film time is 1.30
p.m. The box office opens at 1.00 p.m. and tickets can be purchased for $10.00
or ticket packages can be purchased at Millennia Books. These special films are
selected by the Society through the Toronto International Film Festival to enrich
the cultural experience in our area.
Pat Butler reports that the cross country/snow shoe group begins their weekly
outing on January 11th . For this first outing the group will meet at the Stork Club
at 1.30 p.m. Keep in shape and help your cardio vascular system remain strong.
Skiing and snow shoeing with friends in our own back yard, what could be better.

Marybelle Schumacher reminds the Potluckers that your first Potluck luncheon
this year will be hosted on January 16th at the home of Darlene Mills. You will have
a twofold theme: comfort food and, after the big splurge over the holidays, calorie light
food. What did you expect? A wise decision and tempting as usual.

