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December 2016

Next General Meeting will take place on
Wednesday December 14th at 1:00 p.m.,
preceded by the Yuletide Luncheon at 12:00
in the Canadian Legion hall.
Next Management Committee meeting
will take place in the Classroom of the P&H
Centre on Tuesday December 6th at 9:30 a.m.

Welcome to new members: New members whom Frances Agnew welcomed into the Club in
November are Leslie Bennett (sponsored by Darlene Mills), Conny Detzler (Dona Smillie), Wilma
Munro (Marion Badger), and Terry Smith ( Jeannette Lobsinger). Welcome aboard folks.
Visitors at our November meeting were Linda Deyarmond, Marie Ferguson, Arvid McPherson, and
Dale Traversy.
Gourmet Club: Thanks to John Peppler for these photos of dishes prepared for the October dinner of
the Gourmet Club. The menu included Pickled Herring Salad, Apple Soup, Sauerbraten, Roasted
Potatoes, Creamed Spinach, and was crowned off no doubt by the pièce de résistance, Apple Cake.
Bob and Karen Farrow hosted this dinner in their home.
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Yuletide Luncheon and December General Meeting:
Be sure to write your name on the back of your turkey dinner ticket to be eligible
for the draws. You might hit it lucky! If you have not yet purchased your ticket,
they may be purchased up to December 7th from Jan Stocovaz @ $20 each. Our
caterer again will be Elsie Frook and her capable helpers. If you are not ready for
a Yuletide luncheon yet, you may nevertheless attend the regular General
Meeting. Doors open at 12:45 for the meeting. Come for dinner at 11:00 a.m.

Guest Speaker in December: Representing the Saint John’s Ambulance therapy
dog program will be Kay Parker. Therapy dogs are pets that offer comfort and
companionship to people in senior residences, care facilities, hospitals and
schools. The programme began in Ontario in 1992. There are now over 3,000
therapy dogs in our province providing a calming presence, reducing stress, and
distracting from pain. Do you have a dog or pet companion?

Kay Parker recognized for work

Don and Anna Smith with
Belle, a trained therapy dog

Potluck foods group: Sue Sakal reports that members of the Potluck dish group
enjoyed a delicious Christmas themed lunch at the home of Lorna Eadie-Hocking .
The potluckers are growing in numbers, reflecting their popularity.

Potluck
Guest speakers on the subject of Wills and Power of Attorney
Nina McTeer introduced our two speakers – Barbara Hicks and Jon Hureau.
Barbara Hicks is originally from Hanover. She was called to the Ontario Bar in 2003 and
completed a Master’s of Law Degree specializing in Corporate Law. She is now a
partner at Hicks and Hicks, Hanover.
Jon Hureau holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science as well as a JD
and a Master of Industrial Relations degree. Called to the Bar in 2011 Jon has joined the
practice of Hicks and Hicks.
It can happen fast ….so get your ducks in a row.
There are three essential documents everyone needs – a will, a power of attorney for
property and a power of attorney for personal care.
Recent surveys show that 56% of Canadians do not have a will.
The benefits of having a will include being able to choose your executor and your
beneficiaries, being able to provide for minors, being able to appoint guardians for
minor children and to allow for a smooth, efficient transfer of assets.
If you die without a will you will likely have to probate your estate to get a trustee
appointed and there will be a delay in distributing your assets.
A trusted friend or family member, a professional such as a lawyer or an accountant or a
corporate executor, usually from a trust company could be appointed as you executor.
You may want to have co-executors to share the workload or to have them keep an eye
on each other. Co-executors can be appointed jointly (all executors must act together)
or jointly and severally (any one of the executors can act without the others).

Probate Tax – In order to obtain a Certificate of Appointment of Estate Trustee (with or
without a will), the estate must pay an estate administration tax at a rate of $5 per
$1,000.for the first $50,000 and $15 per $1,000 for value in excess of $50,000. This is in
addition to the income tax that is triggered when you die.
Probate tax can be avoided by: jointly owing assets, naming the beneficiary on the asset,
having dual wills, having corporate owned assets and gifts during lifetime. Don’t try
these tips without professional advice.
If you die without a will the Succession Law Reform Act will set out a hierarchy of
beneficiaries. If the deceased is survived by a spouse and two children , for example, the
spouse is entitled to receive a preferential share (currently $200,000) and the balance
of the estate is then divided among the spouse and the surviving children. If a deceased
died without a surviving spouse or children, the estate will be paid to the deceased’s
parents, siblings, nephews and nieces or next of kin, in that order.

President Betty Perkins with speakers Jon Hureau and Barbara Hicks.
Powers of Attorney – 71% of Canadians s do not have one. They cost approximately
$100-$250 and allow you to plan in advance and appoint a substitute decision maker in
the event that you later become incapable. Although there is no statutory prohibition, it
is not advisable to draft combined forms of powers of attorney for personal care and
powers of attorney for property. The tests for incapacity of the grantor for property
management and personal care are different.
Unless the document provides otherwise, two or more appointed persons must act
jointly. If you state that your attorneys may act “jointly and severally”, any one of your
attorneys will be able to make decisions on their own if the other is unavailable for
some reason.

Powers of Attorney for Property Appoint a person (or more than one person) to
handle your affairs on your behalf (i.e. banking, investing, paying bills, filing income
taxes, etc.) Physical impairments may make it difficult for you to handle things yourself.
It may be convenient to have someone else do it. An Attorney must be at least 18 years
old. An Attorney can do anything for you that you cannot do for yourself, with one
important exception – they cannot make a Will for you.
A continuing Power of Attorney for Property covers your financial affairs and allows the
person you name to act for you even if you become mentally incapable. A noncontinuing Power of Attorney for Property covers your financial affairs but can’t be used
if you become mentally incapable. You might give this Power of Attorney, for example, if
you need someone to look after your financial transactions while you’re away from
home for an extended period of time. The grantor may choose to limit the scope of the
authority of the attorney by express provisions. The attorney is required by law to
perform his/her duties with honesty, and integrity, in good faith and for your benefit.
Without one, your assets may waste because no one has legal authority to deal with
them. An Attorney must keep detailed records of all transactions involving the grantor’s
property. The attorney for property has an obligation to find and read the grantor’s Will.
This is to ensure that, as much as possible, the attorney does not inadvertently liquidate
assets specifically given in the will or destroy the grantor’s estate plan.
Power of Attorney for Personal Care
Appoint one or more person to make personal care decisions on your behalf in the
event that you become incapable of making these decisions yourself. The term
“personal care” encompasses health care, nutrition, shelter, clothing, hygiene, and
safety. The power of attorney for personal care may address any one or more of these
elements of personal care. The attorney must be at least 16 years old.
As with POA for property, the Attorney has a duty to make decisions in your best
interest. Without a POA, either the courts or the Public Guardians and Trustees Office
must get involved. This causes delay, increased expense and results in a stranger making
important decisions for you. The Power of Attorney for personal care can function as a
so-called “living will” by setting out instructions in the document as to what treatments
may or may not be administered. The wishes of the grantor may not be embodied in the
power of attorney for person care, but may be separately recorded. When a grantor
spends significant time outside of Ontario, it would be prudent to make inquiries in that
jurisdiction as to the extent, if any, to which the authority of the attorney of personal
care will be recognized locally.

A power of attorney for personal care is terminated on the happening of any of the
following events:
The attorney dies, becomes incapable of personal care, or resigns, unless the
document has appointed a co-attorney or provides for a substitute attorney in such an
event.
A court appoints a guardian of the grantor’s property.
A new power of attorney for personal care is signed, unless it states that there
may be multiple powers of attorney for personal care.
The grantor revokes the power of attorney for personal care.
Recent Developments
Tax Changes – As of January 1, 2016 some of the preferred tax treatments available to
Estates came to an end. There are no grandfathering provisions. The changes impact
Wills containing trusts i.e. spousal or family trusts.
For more information contact www.hickslaw.ca, or on-line resources such as Ministry of
the Attorney General, Public Guardian & Trustees Office, Ministry of Finance,
Community Legal Education Ontario (CLEO) and trusted news sites (CBC, national
newspapers).
Veronica Davidson thanked our speakers for their very informative presentation.
‘Congratulations to Brenda Booth who won our “We Share You Share” fundraiser in
November. Proceeds go towards the purchase of a larger screen. Our Hanover Area
PROBUS membership now stands at 201. We must be doing something right, thanks to
everybody’s efforts and involvement.

