Hanover Area PROBUS Club
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Your Management Committee consists of
President – Brian Ross
First Vice President – Margaret Peckham
Second Vice President –Betty Perkins
Secretary and Archivist – Jan Stocovaz
Treasurer – Lorna Eadie Hocking
Program Chairs – Don Smith and Pat Butler
Membership– Lorna Eadie Hocking and Jan Stocovaz
Communications – Allan Simpson
Activity Group Contacts – Georgia Kreager and Mary
Norwood
Greeters and Hospitality – Mary Norwood, Fern Peppler and
Betty Perkins
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our society’s developing needs. To access this
survey, pick a copy up at the library, or do it on line
at www.Hanoverlibrary.ca.
Do you know that the Alzheimer Society of GreyBruce is holding its annual “Walk for Memories”
fund raiser on Saturday January 31st. Register at 9
a.m. and start walking indoors at Hanover Heights
Community School at 10 a.m. Contact Bill
Twaddle at 519-376-7230 for more info, or go their
site, www.walkformemories.ca. This item comes
from our member, Jean Hutcheson.

Reminder of next general meeting: Wednesday
February 11, 2015 at 10 a.m. in the Lions’ Den.
Next Management Team meeting will take place in
the Classroom of the P&H Centre at 9:30 a.m. on
Tuesday February 3rd.
A warm welcome was extended to new members at
our January meeting: Sharon Adams of Lake
Rosalind, Sheila Rodgers of Hanover, and Joan
White and Linda McCulloch of Walkerton. Also
signing on since then are Liz Goodall, Debbie Gray,
Chuck Niesen, Vivian Niesen, Joan Kaufman,
Joanne MacKinnon, Millie Crawford, Joan Asling,
Jerry Asling, and Cheryl Hougesen. Welcome all.
We are glad to have you join us.
Don’t forget “Do you know?” If you have a news
item regarding a non-profit community event in our
area and would like to bring it to the attention of the
membership, please submit that information to
President Brian Ross at boomrdoc@wightman.ca. or
allansimpson90@wightman.ca
Do You Know? If you use the Hanover Library, they
are offering you prizes if you would complete a
survey form. Where do you see the future of the
library? What kind of services should it offer? Help
guide the future of our library and keep it abreast of

New members were introduced at our January
meeting. Here, Betty Perkins introduces Cheryl
Hougesen. Below, Marion Badger presents Jerry
and Joan Asling to the membership
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News from the President at the January meeting:
Brian Ross reported that we are looking at avenues
for raising money to fund the cost of a data or power
point projector for our meetings.
An order will be placed in February for name badges
to replace any erroneous badges and to give badges
to our new members.
Don’t forget to drop your ideas into the wooden
Suggestion Box. It is located on a table next to the
coffee urns and treats.

Our guest speaker, Dinah Christie
Don Smith introduced the highly experienced, well
respected actress and comedienne, Dinah Christie.
How lucky we are to have this fine lady in our
neighbourhood. She regaled us with tales from her
days as a “call boy” in Stratford, her experiences
with the Shakespeare theatre and her parents who
both played in Stratford. She entertained us with her
own poems, designed to make us laugh and to make
us sensitive to “the beauty of the human race”.
She recounted stories of her experiences on “This
Hours has 7 Days” with Laurier Lapierre and Patrick
Watson, tributes to David Suzuki, and to her recently
deceased husband. This lady even performed a
dancing rap number she had composed.
She is presently writing script for a possible film,
based on a one woman musical play which she wrote
about the poet, Pauline Johnson. Dinah Christie
piqued our imagination and curiosity with her

February 2015 issue
psychic experiences, inviting us all to open our
minds to the possible presences among us. A
childhood experience with UFO’s and later her own
observation of crop circles here in Ontario all
reinforced her entertaining interest in such
phenomena. Have you ever been awakened from a
deep sleep by your TV, broadcasting from a channel
that you don’t usually watch, with a message
relevant to a deceased one. “We are energy. Why
should one be surprised?”
She urged us all to google “crop circles” and look at
the possibilities and explanations. “Leave your body
and fly out the window.” She and David Suzuki
share similar invitations to explore our being and our
presence here on earth.
Leigh Butler drew on his own innate theatrical
talents when thanking Dinah Christie for her well
received tribute to cremation. Scatter the ashes
and “cremation gets me all across the nation.” We
thank you Dinah Christie.

Leigh and Dave share a light moment.
Do you know that “Free Computer Classes with
Connor” continue at the Hanover Library. Phone
519-364-1420 for more information about free
classes and one-on-one sessions. Times and topics
are also posted in the Library column in “The Post”.
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Joan Asling in conversation with Dinah Christie
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Our Guest Speaker for February 11th, Les
MacKinnon: Our speaker committee has lined up a
local Grey county historian and environmental
consultant to broaden our horizons in February. The
history of black settlements in Ontario, but in Grey
county particularly, will be one of the topics under
discussion. Negro Creek, the Black Cemetery, these
are part of our geographical history. Les MacKinnon
is our expert speaker, having been involved in the
reclamation of Black cemeteries in Grey, as well as
having served as an environmental health officer for
several municipalities.

Activity Group Happenings
.
Crafts Group: Sue Leidel set up a display of recent
craft group projects. Here are some shots from the
Christmas urn decorating project held at Davis Hill.

The Cooking Group: Making pizzas from scratch
kept a few members kneading dough for a thin crust
pizza, roasting garlic, preparing sauce and toppings.
The results were delicious cheese pizza, Margherita
pizza, a meat pizza and a veggie pizza. Stephen
Peckham led this group at their January class.
The next foray by this fearless group of aspiring
chefs will take place at the Peckham home on
Thursday February 19 at 10:30 a.m. Making a
pureed soup from scratch will be the challenge.

Hanover Area PROBUS Club
Founded September 2014

February 2015 issue
The Crafts Group met in January at Sue Leidel’s
home to create costume jewellery and fridge
magnets. This creative group includes Lynda
Dunham, Barbara Hunsberger, Barbara McCallum,
Donna Clark and Susan Sakal.

Susan Sakal and Chef Stephen Peckham rolling out
thin crust pizza dough
The Pickle Ball Group: Did you know that an
experienced player will be available to PROBUS
members to answer questions and assist with
instruction on Tuesday mornings? Here is your
schedule for February-March: February 3rd with
Mary and Brian Zettler, Feb. 10 and 17 with
Margaret Peckham, Feb. 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24,
and 31 with Mary and Brian Zettler.
This group plays in the Neustadt Arena Mondays 7
to 9 p.m., Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Thursday 7 – 9 p.m., and Saturdays 2 – 4 p.m.
Memberships costs $10 and one pays $2 per session.
Please see Don Zettler to pay the dues. A great way
to wear off any calories from the pizza above. FUN!

ACTIVITY GROUPS UPDATE: Kreager & Norwood

We are off to a great start to the New Year and it
looks to be very exciting as Activity Groups
continue to meet. We are now a membership of 165
and we would like to extend a warm welcome to all
new members. We would also like to keep you
informed as to what is happening with the groups
and will attach a groups list with contacts in this
newsletter. We will eventually create a calendar of
established dates and times of meetings. Our largest
group to date is the Day Trippers Group followed by
the Travel Group, Wine Tasting Group, Beginner
Bridge Group and Book Club Group. Keep in mind,
some groups are still pending and waiting for a
spring launch, (golf, gardening etc.). If you have,
like most of us, signed up for too many activities,
please let your co-ordinator know that you would
like to be removed from that list. You can re-join at
any time.
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The Activity Groups provide an opportunity for likemined members to share their skills on a volunteer
basis, as well as an opportunity for life-long
learning, staying active, meeting new people and
most importantly sharing fellowship. These groups
have done a lovely job of getting start up meetings
going, finding venues and sharing costs incurred
within the group. Thanks to all of you.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind
you that March is National Probus month and
perhaps your groups could acknowledge this in some
way.
Have a great winter and we look forward to meeting
you at activities!
Georgia Kreager & Mary Norwood

On Friday January 16, the Wine Tasting group
enjoyed their first outing to Bruce County’s very
own Hoity Toity Cellars. Who knew that a winery
in a cold region like Grey-Bruce could produce such
an interesting array of products? The tour began
with a sampling of their popular “66 Pickup Apple
Cider”. While enjoying the cider, we learned that

.
A reminder to those who are friendly to the
environment. Please bring your coffee or tea mug
to save on cups. It is our policy not to use Styrofoam
cups or plates.
The Knitting Group meets usually every Tuesday
at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Georgia Kreager and
will do so in February except for February 18th.
The group visited DocKnits in Port Elgin in
January. They meet for fellowship, for learning
new techniques, and the sheer pleasure of knitting.

the grapes used in the vineyard originated in
Minnesota State. Minnesota has a similar climate to
Grey-Bruce so the grapes have adapted well to our
climate. We also learned that they used a
combination of animals and plants, such as lavender,
to significantly reduce the need for pesticides. Hoity
Toity Cellars makes about 10,000 bottles of wine a
year and their sales continue to grow year after year.
In addition to their wine, Hoity Toity also makes a
selection of ciders. After learning about the winery,
we ventured inside to sample some of their product.
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Hoity Toity wines and ciders are not available at the
LCBO so the only location you can purchase their
product is at their vineyard sales office. Here we see
a number of satisfied customers making a purchase
For our first trip we wanted to start close to home
but future suggestions include a trip to Coffin Ridge
Winery, bringing in a guest speaker to help us hone
our wine tasting skills, sampling our favorite wine at
a house party and organizing a major (day) trip to
the Niagara region. If you are interested in joining
the group please let Dan Hobler know and he will
add you to the list. (hobldad@yahoo.ca)
Susan Sakal, Colleen Washnuk, Laura Oliveira, Mary
Ellen Thorne and Dianne Joyce at coffee chat time

Barbara Craig, Ruth Ann Bauman, Diana Simpson and
Rick Anderson during the social break.

Snow shoe Group: Marilyn Forbes, Mary Norwood,
Marion Badger, Phil Holmes, Doug Abell, Mary Mulhern,
Rick Anderson, Alison Rowe, and Cheryl Hougesen.
Diane Joyce photographer.
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The Cross Country Ski Group hiking last week at Allan
Park, enjoying nature: Mary Mulhern, Alison Rowe, Pat
Butler, and Inga Bruschke.
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Snow shoeing at Sulphur Springs, Saugeen Valley
Conservation Authority, and looking at the sulphur
spring.

Snowshoeing Group: Mary Norwood reminds all
who wish to snowshoe that they meet on Thursdays
at 1:30 p.m. at various locations. Contact either
Alison Rowe or Phil Holmes re. outings in February.

To access the newsletters and sites of the other PROBUS
clubs in our area and across Canada, go to
www.probus.org/5ontario.htm. Note that this is a
correction from the url address on the back of your yellow
booklet.

