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Management Committee                                                                 Our next General Meeting will  

President –Margaret Peckham                                           take place on Wednesday October  

First Vice President – Betty  Perkins                     12
th

 in the Lions Den of the  

Second Vice President – Bev  Hambly                 P&H Centre, beginning at 10 a.m. 

Past President – Brian Ross                       until 12 noon.  

 Secretary and Archivist – Jan Stocovaz                   

Treasurer – Lorna Eadie Hocking                             Our next meeting of the Man- 

 Program Chairs – Don Smith and Pat Butler                  agement Committee  will take 

Membership –Brian Ross                      place in the Classroom on Tuesday 

Communications  - Allan Simpson                         October 4
th

, starting at 9:30 a.m. 

Activity Group Chair–Georgia Kreager  

 Greeters and Hospitality – Mary Norwood and Evelyn Dargie  

 
 

   
 

Renewing memberships    New arrivals and impressive turn-out in September 

 

Guests: 

We believe  that we enjoyed a record-breaking number of guests at the September meeting. 

Brenda Booth, Terry Smith,  Darlene Graham, Alice Wilson, Anna Smith,  Veronica 

Davidson, Ed Yazwinski, Lynn Royle, Corrine Lawrence, Jeannette Wilken, Marion Kelly, 

Eric and Marg Willard, and Elaine Dippel Baetz. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

New members who were approved in September are the following: Judy Beddoe 

was sponsored by Jean Hutcheson, Linda Wendt sponsored by Susan Sakal, Marie 

David sponsored by Lynn Hallman and Barb Lansink was sponsored by Betty 

Perkins. Welcome to these four new members. 

Did you know: 

Art Under the Stars – Susan Sakal spoke of this fund raiser for the Hanover 

Library.  Join us for an elegant evening on Saturday, October 22, from 7 to 10 p.m.  

Tickets are $30 each or 2 guests for $50.  These are available in advance at the 

Library and at the door.  Your ticket includes two drinks and hors d’oeuvres. It is 

an age of majority event.                                                                                                

This gala fundraiser for our Library will feature: Art exhibition and sale,  silent 

auction of art, refreshments, and live music by various musicians. 

Alzheimer Coffee Break  is under way.  Marybelle  Schumaker encouraged people 

to become involved in this social way of supporting those with dementia and 

alzheimer’s disease  as well as their care givers, sensitizing us to their challenges 

and steps one can take to lessen the effects. 

Operation Christmas Child has now begun, preparing shoeboxes with useful gifts 

for less fortunate children around the world. 

Canadian Cancer Society is sponsoring  “Pigs of Hope”, a novel fund raiser. On 

Tuesday October 4th you can pick up a pink piggy bank to support this cause by 

going to Grant’s Independent supermarket or to Miller Insurance.  Do you know 

somebody who would like a piggy bank?  Money raised will support those who 

driver cancer patients to their treatment centres. 

Activity  Clubs: 

We all appreciate the work done by facilitators of our activity groups. To thank 

them and bring them together for some brain storming, all facilitators are invited 

to a luncheon to be held after the October General Meeting.  If you would like to 

start up another group, you are most welcome. 



  

 The Gourmet Dinner  Club is open for a few more members to make a total of 

two sets of six.  See John or Helen Peppler.  

The Travel Club has 5 double rooms still available  for the Trip to Ireland on April 

24th to May 3rd ,  2017.  A total of 44 passengers may go with this group.  A $200 

discount remains in effect for PROBUS members until October 25th.  Total price is 

$3,479.  Marg Wettlaufer reported that the Blue Jays game and the Walters Four 

by Four concert were both well received.  The next meeting for this busy group is 

Tuesday November 22 at 11:30 a.m. at Cravings.  They have discussed numerous 

prospective outings. 

                   
Our guest speaker, David Wilding-Davies, was presented by Fran Schaus. 

David as seen above, is prepared to enjoy a cup of Ashanti coffee.  He is the 

owner  of five Ashanti franchises operating in Thornbury, Collingwood, Elora and 

Hanover.  Ashanti Coffee also supplies various grocery stores, including Foodland. 

His story begins with a love for horses and horse riding.  A trip to Zimbabwe, a 

tropical African country blessed with a beautiful climate, led to participation in 

horse riding events and eventually to operating about 1,000 acres of coffee 

plantations.   

David took his love of farming to Zimbabwe in 1998 and by 2003 he was 

recognized as the coffee grower of the year.  The land he bought is on a high 

plateau, about 3,000 feet above sea level. The climate there is pleasant with 

1,500 millilitres of rain per year, most conducive to the culture of coffee shrubs.  

He prefers to grow these bushes in hedgerows, keeping them low so that the 



  

pickers do not have to climb ladders to pick the fruit.  The pickers are all women. 

The men do the paper work, weigh the bags, and do calculations. 

      

Animals with which they contend vary from antelopes to leopards, baboons, to 

even one bull elelphant.  The baboons love eating the coffee berries, get high on 

caffeine, and eat even faster.  These farms provide much employement in 

Zimbabwe. 250 families are housed on the Ashanti farms, provided with homes, 

stores, and a church.  At harvest time up to 700 more individuals arrive to work 

here.   The latter arrive from communal areas administered by a local chief.  

The local school  was destroyed by fire.   In order to raise funds to build a new 

school, the local people asked for work at the farms.  David matched their 

earnings with a grant to make it happen. Education is valued by the people, at 

least at the elementary level where it is obligatory. Usually a girl’s education is 

then completed since in this patriarchal society, men are proud and are not very 

interested in marrying  girls who are more educated than they.   

A heavenly scent of jasmine wafts over the farms when the bushes are in bloom.  

We were shown pictures of the pulpery where the fruit is separated from the 

bean, sluices where light less desirable beans are separated from the healthier 

heavier beans. The washed Zimbabwe Arabica is much more desirable than the 

Robusta Arabica, noted for being grown at high altitudes, and producing more 

flavour.  In the picture below, men and one young married woman, age 12, carry 

the 65 pound bags of beans to trucks for export. 



  

         

On the right is the roasterie in Thornbury from where the roasted coffee is 

shipped as quickly as possible to the consumer or café before oxidization takes 

place.  The fresher, the better.  Love that coffee! 

Politically speaking, Zimbabwe and Ashanti Coffee have seen major changes 

under the rule of President Robert Mugabe. Seeking to eliminate opposition to his 

regime, he expropriated many farms, killing many workers and torturing others.  

The farm workers had formed the back of the opposition to his dictatorial 

government. David had owned 1,000 acres before 2005. He lost one third of his 

land and many of his  workers. Famine, hyper inflation, and joblessness haunt the 

country today. Previously there had been thousands of coffee farms in Zimbabwe; 

today only about one hundred commercially viable farms have survived.   

David brought free samples of Ashanti coffee for us.  He was thanked in the 

traditional maple syrup fashion by Christy Mount.  We were most appreciative of 

this enlightening presentation on coffee, Zimbabwe, and  David’s life experiences.  

                                   
Christy Mount thanks David.               Bernice Frook and Judi Koenig enjoy  Ashanti. 



  

Films at  the Hanover Paramount cinema, brought to you by the Bruce Grey Film 

Society are “Love and Friendship” to be shown on Sunday October 16th at  1:30 

p.m., and “Captain Fantastic” on Sunday October 30th, also at 1”30 p.m.  These 

recently released films come to us through the Toronto International Film 

Festival.  Any questions, see Pat Butler.  Tickets at the box office are $10 for adults 

and $7 for students.  The box office opens at 1:00 p.m. Advanced season ticket 

packages are available at Millennia Books, Hanover. For more information visit 

www.bgfs.ca or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BruceGreyFilmSociety. 

Slate of Candidates  for the Management Committee 

At the Annual General Meeting, this Wednesday October 12th, you will be voting 

for those who have volunteered  or been nominated to serve on your 

Management Committee for the next 12 months. At the time of this publication, 

the following names are listed by the nomination committee: 

 Position Candidate 

President Betty Perkins 

First vice president Lorna Eadie 

Second vice president Bev Hambly 

Treasurer Bev Hambly 

Secretary Jan Stocovaz 

Communications chair Allan Simpson 

Membership Chair and web site  Frances Agnew 

Activity Group chair Margaret Peckham 

Program Chair Joe Craig 

Hospitality Chair Mary Norwood and Pat Butler 

Greeter Chair Georgia Kreager 

Past President Margaret Peckham 

  

News alert – Vaccinate against shingles.  Those of us who had chickenpox and 

harbour the dormant virus, we can minimize the risk of developing shingles, also 

called herpes zoster, an itchy blistery rash. It works out from the spinal nerves like 

fire through the neural system of your body. The vaccine, Zostavax, is now 

available, free of charge, to those aged 65-70.  See your health care provider or 

public health.  Each year 42,000 seniors in Ontario  are afflicted by shingles. 

http://www.bgfs.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/BruceGreyFilmSociety


  

     

Marie Moore chats with Mary Norwood.   Bev Strucke, Ed Yazminski, and Russell                                         

              Halliday confer over coffee. 

PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP 

Twenty five members of the PROBUS Travel Group enjoyed a lunch meeting at Tommy 

D’s restaurant Tuesday, September 13th. Marg and Keith Wettlaufer along with Wayne 

Pfeffer chaired this informal gathering. Marg updated the group on the status of the Trip 

to Ireland and Wayne shared upcoming events inviting those who were interested in 

attending. Keith passed around ideas for a fall trip involving a boat cruise to take in the 

fall colours and members shared ideas for upcoming 2017 day trips. The next luncheon 

meeting will be Tuesday, November 22, 11:30 am at Cravings’ Restaurant. All PROBUS 

members are invited to this lively entertaining group. Please e-mail Marg Wettlaufer to 

let her know you wish to attend the November meeting so that Cravings’ can set up 

seating to accommodate the group size. See you in November. 

                          



  

       
Joan, Sonya, Bert and Donna          The Saugeen Strollers (hiking group) 

The newly formed “Saugeen Strollers”, an off-shoot of the Hiking group, 

organized by Lynda Scully, is seen on a stroll through Scully woods on National 

Tree day, September 21st. 

The Potluck Group had their first luncheon of the season on Monday, Sept. 
19th, at the home of Debbie Gray. The weather was perfect for dining, 
overlooking lovely Lake Rosalind. 
 

   
Sue Leidel, Ruth Haste, Debbie Gray,         Debbie Gray (hostess) & Marion Badger        

Marybelle Schumacher, & Bev Hambly 

For a complete list of activity groups that are offered, see our web site. 

Knitting Group  Knitting and crocheting will resume on Thursday October 6th.  

Meet us at the home of Georgia Kreager at 395 2nd Street South. 



  

Senior Fraud Abuse Seminar – This seminar, aimed to benefit our age group, is 

offered, free of charge, by Meridian with the cooperation of the Hanover Police. If 

you missed Const. Keith Martin’s presentation at PROBUS a little over a year ago, 

you will be especially interested in learning how to avoid being scammed over the 

phone, at your front door, or over the internet.  Don’t be duped.  The seminar is 

offered  in the Hanover Library on Wednesday Nov. 2nd from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.  

Lunch will be provided.  You must register in advance as numbers are limited. 

Contact Erin Aldridge at Meridian either at 519-364-3473 or on line at 

erin.aldridge@meridiancu.ca. 

            

The Travel Group took in a Blue Jays            Linda Vallie marks the end of her 900     

game in September in Toronto.                     km. trek, Tobermory to Niagara 

Biking with Linda – Linda invited PROBUS members in June to join her on her 

biking trips as she aimed to complete the Bruce Peninsula leg of this journey. She 

is seen above at the Northern Cairn in Tobermory.  Participating with Linda for 

many legs of this trek were Cate Diebold and Susan Clarkson.

                



  

Greetings from Margaret                                                                         

Days are getting shorter and time seems to be flying by.  Next to fly by will be 

those beautiful autumn leaves, and then the white stuff…  

Please remember that Wednesday, October 12 at 10 a.m. is our Annual General 

Meeting.  At this meeting we need your vote to approve both our budget for 2016 

- 2017 and members of our new Management Committee for 2016 – 2017. 

If you have not renewed your membership, please remember to renew as soon as 

possible.  We will have forms at the general meeting; the desk at the P&H Centre 

also has forms; and also remember our website (www.hapc.ca ) has 

downloadable forms and information about events, etc..  

Group Activity Coordinators are cordially invited to an Appreciation Luncheon and 

Round Table Discussion following the Annual General Meeting on October 12.  If 

you are interested in coordinating a new activity you should consider attending as 

well.  Please contact Georgia Kreager (gkreager@wightman.ca) if you wish to 

attend.   

As outgoing president of the Hanover Area PROBUS Club, I would once again like 

to thank all of you for your participation and friendship.  Good things happen 

here!!   Margaret  Peckham 

                                                                                     

Guest speaker:  We have had a change in guest speakers for the October meeting. 

News just arrived that Marianne Ford f rom Nordixx Pole Walking will speak on a 

topic of interest to many of us who still enjoy walking and hiking  but may be 

challenged.  She has been well received as guest speaker at neighbouring PROBUS 

clubs. It’s a “smarter way to walk”. Deal with osteoporosis, achieve weight loss, 

get  relief from knee and joint pain, and lower your blood pressure. Come and 

hear Marianne Ford. 


