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Your Management Committee consists of: 

President – Margaret Peckham                                                                  

First vice-president – Betty Perkins                                

Second vice-president – vacant                         

Past President – Brian Ross                         

Secretary and archivist – Jan Stocovaz                                

Treasurer – Lorna Eadie Hocking                              

Program chairs – Don Smith and Pat Butler                          

Membership – Brian Ross                       

Communications – Allan Simpson                                         

Activity Group chair – Georgia Kreager                                                              

Greeters and Hospitality –Evelyn Dargie and 

Mary Norwood 

Next General Meeting:  Wednesday November 

4th  at 10 a.m. in the Lions’ Den.  Take note that 

this meeting was moved ahead one week 

because of Remembrance Day falling on the 

second Wednesday of the month. 

Next meeting of the Management Committee        

will take place on Tuesday October 27 at 9:30 

a.m in the Classroom of the P&H Centre. 

 

 

Our Guests:    President Brian Ross welcomed 

everybody to the Annual General Meeting . The 

agenda was packed with many items for this 

special meeting. He  called upon members to 

introduce our guests.  Georgia Kreager  

introduced Donna  Smilie, Brian Ross presented 

Bob Hayley,   Vera Struthers introduced Val 

Bennett,  Joan Roseborough introduced 

Heather Zettler. Other guests  included Jeanne 

Lindblad, Bernice Frook, Heather Zettler, Kate 

Diebold,  and Ted and Sue Blackburn. 

Did you know?       Between November 1st and 

6th, “Honour a Hero”  will be on display at the 

Walkerton Library.  This marvelous display is by 

the students  at both Walkerton District 

Community School and Sacred Heart High 

School. 

Tai Chi classes started up in Walkerton at the 

Walkerton Community Centre.  A demo class 

was held on Oct. 21st.  Since these classes are 

not available at PROBUS this year, you might 

like to pursue this activity in Walkerton. 

On Sunday November 8th at 2 p.m., a Local 

Men’s quartet, On Q, will cooperate with the 

Worship and Music Team to present a concert 

in the Hanover Civic Theatre.  Tickets are $20 

each and may be  purchased at the Grace 

United Church office, Quick Print in Hanover, or 

at the Walkerton Meat Market. 

The Bruce Grey Film Society will be showing 

“What we Did on our Holiday”  at the 

Paramount on Sunday November 1st at 1:30 

p.m. Tickets are available at the box office. 
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Welcome to new members:  

Our president welcomed on behalf of the Club 

the following new members: Perry Mount, 

Christy  Mount, Laurie Heggie, Jeannie Bristow, 

Barbara Smith, Tracey Neuman, Sonja Scriven, 

Adele Bentivegna, Fran Schaus, Telfer Wegg, 

and Dianne Knox.   Welcome! 

Brian has set a high standard for the “Joke of 

the Month” the past year.  Arthur, age 90, an 

avid golf player, was suffering from bad 

eyesight, and was ready to give up his favourite 

sport out of frustration at not being able to see 

the ball anymore.  Do you recall how his 

brother-in-law, Bart, with his perfect eyesight 

helped but didn’t?  

 

Tickets were on sale for the Yuletide dinner to 

be held at the Hanover Legion hall on 

Wednesday December 9th.  Cost, $25 per person 

Tickets will be available for sale at the 

November general meeting, but members are 

reminded that seating is limited. 

Annual Financial Review – This review of our 

Treasurer Lorna Eadie Hocking’s books was 

carried out by Dianne Mather, former treasurer 

for the town of Hanover, and member  Peter 

Hambly, both ultimately qualified.  This was not 

an audit.  Peter used the powerpoint projector 

to take us through the credits, expenses, and 

assets of our first year of operation.  To begin 

the year in September, 2014, the Club had a 

credit of $264.04. Our financial situation is not 

complicated in that  there is only one chequing 

account.  The financial software program, 

Quicken, was used to organize our financial 

statement.  

Of note in the review, Peter pointed out that 

$800 was paid by members for coffee and 

condiments which cost $480, giving us a profit 

of $320.  Initiation fees covered the cost of the 

PROBUS name tags and pins.  Our other  major 

expense this year was $1,200.53 for the new 

power point projector and laptop computer, 

now a fixed asset of our Club.  The present 

financial  position of the Club is a net worth of 

$4,034.54 and no liabilities, a healthy position 

as we enter our second year. 

Election of the Management Committee for 

2015-2016 – Thanks for the work of the 

Nomination Committee, Brian Ross, Margaret 

Peckham, Ruth Ann Bauman, and Alan Fisher 

for lining up the slate of volunteers to serve on 

the Committee this upcoming year.  Brian Ross 

thanked Fern Peppler for her work on the 

original steering committee and on the door 

this year as the Greeters chair.  Fern’s ongoing 

work is much appreciated.  Of this past year’s 
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committee, Fern is the only member  not on the 

new committee.     

 

Alan Fisher ran this part of the meeting.  Since 

there were no contending candidates for 

positions, the members were asked for a simple 

show of hands to confirm the slate presented.   

The volunteers on this year’s committee are all 

listed at the heading of this newsletter.  

Changes include the creation of the Chair of 

Membership who will be Brian Ross.  Margaret 

Peckham  becomes our President and Betty 

Perkins our First Vice-president.  The position of 

second VP is vacant.  Evelyn Dargie becomes 

Chair of the Greeters.   

Margaret, as our new President, expressed the 

thanks of the membership and the committee 

for the countless hours of work and 

organization performed this past year by Brian 

Ross, who now becomes our first Past 

President.  Brian’s vision of the Club and his 

skills have helped this club enormously in 

making a promising start.

 

Fern  Peppler 

 

Coffee break and social time in the Lions’ Den 
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 The guest speakers at the October 14th 

meeting were Michael and Ryan Craig, brothers 

who have worked at Craig McDonald Reddon 

Insurance.  In both a humorous and informative 

style, and with the aid of the power point 

projector,  they succeeded in making us all 

more aware of the  challenges to the insurance 

business today, the risks involved, and the need 

to have adequate insurance in view of the 

increased number of claims due to climate 

change, and flood damage. 

 

PROBUS member and mother of Michael and 

Ryan, Melanie Craig, took pride in introducing 

her sons.  She underlined the fact that Michael  

worked closely with his father, Daniel Craig, for 

two years.  Ryan and wife Crissy are expecting 

their third child.  Both Ryan and Michael 

espouse their father’s values as they carry on 

the business of serving the public. 

Of interest is the business itself. CMR  has 47 

brokers in 7 locations here in Grey Bruce.  

Daniel Craig founded the business in 1977. 

Because of the increasing number of claims due 

to huge natural disasters in our changing 

climate, insurance companies have to protect 

themselves so that they can pay the claims and 

yet not go bankrupt.  This is done through 

“reinsurance”, the process of sharing liability by 

transferring risk to larger companies.   A 

tornado could wreak $50 million in damage.  

This kind of risk is shared by reinsuring through 

other companies, thus giving the insured 

claimant more protection.  Water damage 

claims account now for the majority of claims, 

not fire, not theft.  Catastrophic losses are on 

the rise such as the hail and devastating floods 

seen in Southern Alberta in 2013. 

Interesting points were made.  The profitability 

of an insurance company is far less than even 

Canada’s smallest bank.  Car insurance rates in 

Ontario are 45% higher than in Alberta, the 

second most expensive area.   Insurance 

companies are reducing claims by placing 

restrictions on some policies.  For example due 

to the poor infrastructure in Windsor, nobody 

can insure against water damage. Many policies 

now have a $2,000 deductible for water 

damage.   
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Reminder: When you head south for a few 

months in the winter, be sure to shut off your 

water OR have somebody check your house for 

any leakage at least every four days.  You will 

have no water flooding coverage if a water pipe 

bursts.     Companies have placed a $15,000 

maximum claim on losses due to sewage back-

up. 

Ryan and Michael also took questions from the 

floor.  One piece of advice to reduce your costs 

when you rent a car anywhere in Canada or the 

USA is that you can add the “27 option” to your 

car insurance coverage.  Your damage, collision 

and liability coverage on your rental car will be 

the same as on your home car.  You will then 

not need to buy the CDW (Collison Damage 

Waiver) that car rental companies would like 

you to buy. Check with your car insurance agent 

to see if you have this coverage.   

 

Joan and Jerry Asling expressed our thanks to 

Michael and Ryan Craig for keeping us so well 

informed about  insurance coverage and 

changes in coverage due to increasing claims in 

catastrophic claims. 

          

Hiking Group:  This busy active group took to 

the roads in and around Formosa for a hike 

amongst the changing colours of autumn. 
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Our next guest speaker will be freelance news 

reporter and videographer for Blackburn News, 

Kirk Scott.  

Again this year, our guest speaker will deal with 

our veterans and the Royal Canadian Legion. 

Kirk Scott will present a Broadcast Journalism 

Project which features Canadian veterans.  He 

has researched his findings in the Bruce County 

Museum, the Billy Bishop Home and Museum, 

and area Legion branches. Because 

Remembrance Day falls on the second 

Wednesday of the month, our monthly meeting 

has been moved forward one week, to 

Wednesday November 4, 2015. 

 

 

Membership Chair, Brian Ross, has ordered 

name badges for all new members and for 

those to whom a badge has not yet been 

issued.  

 

HELP! Brian Ross has taken on the responsibility 

of setting up a Hanover Area PROBUS Club web 

site with e-mail capabilities, but he needs help. 

Anybody familiar with creating web sites, please 

contact Brian if you can assist.         

 

Activity Groups:  Georgia Kreager  reported 

that the Knitting Group will reconvene on 

Monday October 29th in the P&H Lobby due to 

growing numbers.  Purl  one,  purl two. 
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 The Wine Tasting Group, led  by Dan Hobler 

and Fern Peppler, did a tasty tour of Georgian 

Hills Winery  on October 20th.  The grapes are 

definitely ready for harvesting. How was the 

wine?

 

Pickle Ball has moved indoors to the Neustadt 

Arena.  The membership fee to join the 

Neustadt Club is $10.00 and then a Toonie each 

time you play.           Monday. 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.           

Tuesday   10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.                                            

Thursday   7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.                                           

Saturday    9:30 a.m.  – 11:30 a.m.                                   

If you are a newbie and would like a beginner 

session, please contact Betty at 

bperkins@wightman.ca

 

The Hiking Group was out on October 22nd to 

soak up the colours and smells of autumn while 

hiking about the Scully farm. As usual, this 

event was well attended and the weatherman 

cooperated for a brisk fall hike.

 

A 

mailto:bperkins@wightman.ca
mailto:bperkins@wightman.ca
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The Potluck Group was hosted by Barb Mann 

on October 22nd with 15 in attendance.  The 

menu was Finger Foods and, as always, there 

was a delicious assortment.   

We had four new members attending.  Under 

Jade’s supervision (Barb’s dog), the event went 

smoothly, and everyone had a great time. 

 

Our next potluck is scheduled for Monday, 

January 18th at the home of Paula Weir.  The 

theme will be Comfort Foods, 

 

Welcome from our new President, Margaret 

Peckham 

Hello fellow PROBUS members!  As incoming 

President of the Hanover Area PROBUS Club, I 

would like to formally  welcome all past and 

new members of the club to the 2015-2016 

year!  Welcome!! 

I am excited to serve along with all the 

members of the Management Committee and 

our Activity Coordinators to ensure that our 

upcoming year is full of social, fun and 

meaningful experiences for PROBUS members.  

All of us have heard from many sources that the 

key to a fulfilling and healthy retirement is to 

ensure that we continue to enrich our lives by 

connecting with others,  by keeping physically 

active, and by striving to continue to be 

mentally challenged.  The Hanover Area 

PROBUS Club offers us all of those things… 

which is a great thing for all of us! 

Recently, Betty Perkins, current vice-president,  

Brian Ross, past-president and membership  
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chair,  and I  attended a Hanover Town Council 

meeting.  The Hanover Town Council was 

interested to know about the progress of our 

club.  One of the focus points of the September 

2010 Final Report of the Town of Hanover 

Strategic Plan, Strategic Direction #4, was to 

“enhance essential community and social 

services and support initiatives that contribute 

to healthier residents, more active lifestyles, 

and safer more sustainable environments”.   

Many other communities are embracing similar 

aspirations.  The Hanover Area PROBUS Club 

certainly has been  instrumental in helping to 

meet those goals.   

We are thankful to those who have supported 

our efforts.  As Brian Ross mentioned at our 

presentation to the Hanover Town Council, 

“had it not been for the invaluable  assistance 

of  Sherri Walden and Carly Steinhoff and the 

generosity of the Town of Hanover in letting us 

use the P&H Centre facilities on a gratis basis, 

that the actual start of the club would have 

been either greatly delayed or perhaps not  

have happened at all.”  Many thanks as well to 

our Management Committee volunteers, and 

Activity Coordinators who continue to work 

hard on our behalf! 

Here are some interesting facts about our club: 

 

 

 

 

grown to 182 members 

2015 stands at 158 members 

 currently have 14 active Activity Groups 

-country skiing and snowshoeing will 

begin when the snow starts to fly 

looking for coordinators 

Once again, welcome!  We hope you use your 

club to become as active as you wish to be.  It is 

your club!  Remember to use it to your 

advantage.  Good things happen here! 

 

 


