Hanover Area PROBUS Club
Founded September, 2014

Your Management Committee consists of:
President – Margaret Peckham
First vice-president – Betty Perkins
Second vice-president – vacant
Past President – Brian Ross
Secretary and archivist – Jan Stocovaz
Treasurer – Lorna Eadie Hocking
Program chairs – Don Smith and Pat Butler
Membership - Brian Ross
Communications – Allan Simpson
Activity Group chairs – Georgia Kreager
Greeters and Hospitality – Mary Norwood
and Evelyn Dargie
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Next meeting of the Management
Committee will take place on Tuesday
January 5th in the Class Room.

Chief organizer of our Yuletide Luncheon,
Lorna Eadie-Hocking, reported that it was a
sell-out plus one; 101 members savoured a
very tasty traditional turkey dinner works
prepared by Elsie Frook and company.

Preparing Yuletide Luncheon decorations
for our December meeting
Next General Meeting: Wednesday January
13th at 10:00 a.m. in the Lions Den, P&H
Centre in Hanover

Bettina
Neable and Susan Sakal at the dessert table
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Activity Group report: Lynda Scully gave a
capsule report on the success of the Hiking
Group this past year, enumerating the
many varied hikes, some more demanding
than others, some long, some short. There
are now more than 60 members who have
signed up in this group. Congratulations to
Lynda and other members who have
contributed to making this one of the most
active and perhaps healthy groups in our
Club.
Marg Peckham invited members to join the
Book Club. The first book to read is The
Dorito Effect. Circle Tuesday Jan. 26th for
your first meeting.
Fern Peppler invited those interested in
establishing a Gourmet Dinner Group to
speak with her if you would like to relish the
pleasures of the palate. This group will
prepare dishes and dine in the homes of
group members.

Fern Peppler and Trudy Remers

Upcoming Guest Speakers: Pat Butler and
Don Smith, after having brought us 10
captivating speakers this past year, have
lined up the slate for 2016. Don prefaced
his presentation with the above collage of
many of the communities from which our
Club members come. Very briefly, the
following speakers have accepted to speak
on these varied topics: In January, member
Lynda Taylor-Basilij and Kaila Basilij speak
about the Canada Learning Bond. In
February Katrina Wilson and Barbara Hicks
speak about the programs and services of
the Hanover and District Hospital. In March
Marilyn and Brian Ross speak about their
experiences in cycling around Europe. In
April Peter Middleton, the noted naturalist
and ornithologist, speaks about nature’s
patterns and endangered species in Canada.
In May, Thanh Campbell speaks about
Operation Babylift which brought him and
56 other Vietnamese orphans to Canada in
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1975, and the follow-up since then. And
wrapping up the winter-spring program of
speakers, we shall learn about the Trillium
Gift of Life Network, the tissue and organ
donation and transplantation story in
Ontario.
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seated with Brian and Marilyn Ross.

We thank Pat and Don for taking
suggestions from our members in seeking
out entertaining and educational speakers
for our monthly meetings.

Our keynote speakers in December were
also our guests at the Yuletide Luncheon.
Paul Neuman, Jacinda Rudolph, co-op
student Ashley Lawrence, and Brandon

Koebel are

Susan Sakal introduced our speakers.
Jacinda Rudolph, with her background in
human development, is setting up the
program at Hanover’s newly opened Launch
Pad for youth from 12 to 18 years of age.
Brandon Koebel, a former student at Sacred
Heart S.S. and now working towards a
Masters of Education from OISE, is
coordinating the Youth Roots program. Paul
Neuman, former chaplain at JDSS and a
youth and family pastor for 18 years, is the
satellite director of the Deck Youth Drop-in
Centre in Hanover.
Launch Pad: Jacinda reported that 179
members have joined the Launch Pad
program since it was opened on October
1st. There are 4 staff members and 8
volunteers bringing the program to our area
youth. There are 37 financial supporters for
this initiative, including the Town of
Hanover. Jacinda showed us a youth-made
video to give us an idea of all the activities
presently offered in the Pad: art workshop,

Hanover Area PROBUS Club
Founded September, 2014

book reading and conversation room, staff
work area, a lab with 8 PC laptops funded
by the Hanover Chamber of Commerce, a
lab with 8 Macs, creative arts centre with
paints and canvases. Canadian Tire has
donated a fusbol, air hockey, and ping pong
activity space. Areas are set up for kick
boxing class, the yoga barn, and they are
looking forward to a video production
centre, a welding shop, and possibly a
commercial kitchen. Wow!

Youth Roots: We know that Hanover is the
only rural community in Ontario with gold
status as a youth friendly community. Not
satisfied with that, we are striving for
platinum level. Brandon outlined
preparations under way for the Impact
Youth Summit to be held May 27 – 29 at the
P&H Centre. Many of the 300 youth will be
housed in the John Diefenbaker SS.
Another 200 youth will come from Bruce
and Grey. It’s an ambitious undertaking,
one that is usually held in Toronto or
Niagara. Co-op student, Ashley……., is
working on the Impact Team. They aim to
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foster youth friendly businesses and give
youth a voice at the municipal government
level. Topics to be discussed at the Summit
include public speaking, mental health
issues. Speakers include Ryan Porter,
Kendra Fisher, and Craig Kielburger. The
latter has written a book, Voice for Youth,
How one Person can make a Difference.

The Deck: For the past 14 years the
Hanover Youth Drop-in Centre has offered
many activities and outings. Paul Neuman
has succeeded Jim Heinz as director of the
Centre, located in the Hanover Park beside
the old Kinsmen Pool. Paul showed us a
video of many social activities. Although the
Deck does not attempt to bring religion to
youth, they do provide youth counseling
and deal with suicide prevention. Spiritual
guidance and support are available. This is
one of 30 chapters of the longstanding
Youth for Christ movement in Ontario.
There are ten volunteers at the Deck. This
initiative, being a faith based organization,
receives no government funding and thus
seeks local sponsors.
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Don Smith expressed our thanks to the
speakers for their presentations and the
work they are doing in our community.
How to save for children’s education: This
will be the topic of our guest speakers at
our next General Meeting in January. A
mother and daughter team, Lynda TaylorBasilij and Kaila Basilij, will speak on our
favourite theme, “how to save money”.
Even though you may not be eligible, those
families on lower incomes can save up to
$2,000 in setting aside money through the
government’s Learning Bond. Many of us
grand-parents get more than concerned
when we wonder how our grandchildren
will be able to afford a post-secondary
education. Learn and prosper.
New membership booklet: Did you pick up
your 2016 booklet in the popular colour of
lavender? Thanks to Brian Ross, we have a
newly updated collation of members,
addresses and phone numbers plus other
information about our Club. Booklets will
continue to be available at future meetings.

.

The Yuletide Luncheon

Seen below are members picking up new
name tags for those who ordered a second
name tag, and for those who are, of course,
new members.

New members who were welcomed into
the Club in December are Rose and Joel
Côté sponsored by Susan Sakal, Judi Koenig
sponsored by Bernice Frook, Dianne Mather
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sponsored by Lorna Leona Hutton, Hugh
McKay sponsored by Brian Ross, Darlene
Mills sponsored by Linda Moncrieff, Valerie
Weber sponsored by Brian Ross, Cate
Diebold sponsored by Jan Stocovaz, Diane
Nicholson and Collette Beaupré both
sponsored by Brian Ross. Welcome aboard!
May this be a rich experience of fellowship
for our new members.

January 2016

you feel warm and cozy on a cold January
day. Thanks to Marybelle Schumacher for
this update.

The Probus Hiking Group is
taking a break until Spring. We
are looking forward to hikes in
April
(Priceville),
May
(Kinghhurst)
and
June
(Amphitheatre at the Saugeen
First Nation United Church near
Southampton). We will continue
meeting on Thursday mornings,
using the great trails of local
parks and conservation areas.

The snowshoe and cross country ski groups
will announce their season once snow
conditions are optimal.
Beginners’ French group : Those interested
should meet with Marilyn Ross for 10
minutes following our January General
Meeting. A bientôt mes amis!
The Potluck Group will meet at noon on
Monday January 18th at the home of Paula
Weir. The menu is Comfort Foods to make

Bruce Grey Film Society will be showing the
film Grand Ma starring Lily Tomlin at
Hanover’s Paramount Theatre on Sunday
January 17th at 2:00 p.m. No membership is
required. All are welcome. $10 per person
for a ticket.
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sold out for every other matinee date. The
deadline for deposits for this trip is Jan 13th
so bring a cheque along with you to the
January PROBUS meeting to save your
space; bus costs will be added later.
Along with these trips it was decided car
pool outings to a few theatre productions in
Drayton and Victoria Jubilee Hall in the
spring and summer.

The Travel Group met at Trixie’s Saloon in
Ayton on Dec 17th for their bi monthly
lunch meeting. The results of the survey
were shared with the members present and
decisions were made about upcoming
outings we would plan.
A Blue Jays game is planned for Wed June
22, it is a 4:00pm game against Arizona,
Hanover Holiday tours is planning this trip
for us. A deposit of $60.00 is payable by Jan
30 at their office to hold your seat on the
bus. If enough PROBUS members sign up
we will have our own bus, but Jim plans to
open the game trip up the public to make it
a successful event this year.
Our second trip is on Tues July 12 to the
Walter’s Family Theatre the show is Four by
Four -the sounds of the Beach Boys,
Beatles, Bee Gee and Motown. Tickets are
$65.00 each this includes the matinee show
and lunch, limited to 42 seats. This show is

Our next dinner meeting will be March 21
at Cravings.

Photography Group
The next meeting for our group will be on
Friday, Jan. 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the home
of Telf Wegg, 729 Queen Street,
Neustadt. Please bring 10 of your best
Christmas pictures to share, using a
memory stick. We will view many of
Telf’s photos visible in his home. Ed
Agnew will be making a presentation
about ‘composition’ which we will also
look forward to.
Willie Wilson, Photography Co-ordinator

